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Abstract— Language attitude study has proved vital to 

unveil the acceptance of indigenous people towards foreign 
language (FL). Unfortunately, empirical grounds exist to show 
that limited attentions scrutinize the FL attitude of Indonesian 
English teachers towards the English language. Ergo there has 
been a lack of knowledge on the extent to which Indonesian 
English teachers perceive their language of expertise. Hence, this 
overarching goal of this study is to address this emerging gap. 
This study was to investigate language attitude of Indonesian 
English teachers towards the English language and the difference 
between male and female teachers’ language attitude. The 
participants were 82 Indonesian English teachers from the 
Special Region of Yogyakarta province, Indonesia who consisted 
of 41 males and 41 females. A questionnaire on English language 
attitude was used as an instrument to collect the data. The data 
analysis was the descriptive statistics and t-test. This study 
revealed that the language attitude of Indonesian English 
teachers towards the English language was very favorable. In 
other words, Indonesian English teachers had positive acceptance 
towards their language of expertise. Importantly, this study 
extended our knowledge that there was no significant difference 
on English language attitude between male and female 
Indonesian English teachers. This indicated that gender was not 
always become a factor that could differentiate or determine the 
state of individual’s language attitude. It was a motivation to 
learn target language and the influence of printed and electronic 
media and region of living might affect this state of very 
favorable English language attitude of Indonesian English 
teachers.  
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I.  INTRODUCTION 
Language attitude has become a major field of study in 

linguistics, psychology, and communication science [1]. 
Theoretical and empirical grounds have therefore proved to 
unveil that the language attitude per se is critical to enhance 
language proficiency [2] and increase language performances 
[3] and [4]. Likewise, the language attitude is also essential to 
understand the willingness of prospective English language 
teachers to teach English (see in [5]) and implement effective 
teaching methods and techniques which lead to the increasing 
of students’ learning motivation and positive language attitude 
[6]. In a nutshell, language attitude is the cornerstone for the 
mastery of target language. Undoubtedly, it is also an avenue to 

develop pre-service and in-service English language teachers’ 
professional language and pedagogical competence. 

Despite the popularity and significant benefit of the 
language attitude, research protocols taking shape this field of 
inquiry are limited in numbers, particularly in the context of 
English teachers in Indonesia. Considerable studies have only 
scrutinized the English language attitude of English as a 
Foreign Language (EFL) pre-service teachers in Turkey (see 
[6]; [7]; and [5]). The other study of [8] has also merely 
investigated the influence of English communication skill 
intervention program and media of instruction on the English 
language attitude of pre-service English teachers in Mumbai, 
India. Thus, there has been a clarion call to study the English 
language attitude of Indonesian English teachers. In other 
words, there has been paucity of scientific knowledge in 
language attitude sphere, i.e. an extent to which Indonesian 
English teachers perceive their language of expertise, English. 
Hence, the overarching goal of this study is to address this 
emerging gap. This study aims to devise the English language 
attitude of Indonesian English teachers. Consequently, this 
study elicits an important insight on the nature of English 
language attitude of Indonesian English teachers. The insight 
can therefore be a reference of policy input for education 
stakeholders to strengthen the professional language and 
pedagogical competence of English teachers by increasing the 
state of language attitude of the teachers.    

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

A. Language Attitude 
Debates have hitherto come up to expound the concept of 

language attitude. Language attitude is evaluative reactions 
towards target language (TL) and TL communities [9]. 
Furthermore, language attitude as an affective experienced of 
learners learn the target language [10]. Besides, other looks 
language attitude more on behavioral predisposition or 
tendency [11]. In addition, in recent research, language attitude 
have been conceptualized as individual reactions [12] 
encompassing the cognitive (belief), affective (feeling or 
emotion), and conative (behavioral intention) (see studies of 
[13] and [14] ). Although this recent concept is not universally 
agreed by experts like [15] and [16], [17] claims that this 
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tricotomy model is more comprehensive, as of the complex 
nature of individual’s language attitude is understood easily.  

In this study, the language attitude itself is more seen as 
evaluative responses or reactions comprising the verbal 
statements of belief, feeling, and tendency towards TL, the 
English language. The statements towards the English include 
following aspects [18]: the educational and social status of 
English, social and instrumental value of English, the use of 
English would detract from cultural identity, orientations 
towards English, the intrinsic value of English and its culture 
for an individual, and discomfort about native people speaking 
TL.   

B. Gender and Language Attitude 
Empirical evidences exist to juxtapose a relationship 

between gender and language attitude. Studies of [19] and [6] 
claim that female high school students have much more 
positive attitudes towards EFL. Consistent with the finding of 
[19] and [6], [18] state that female students have more positive 
language attitude than male students towards English in terms 
of the beauty, musical and culture. Moreover, [18]’s study 
reveals that there is no different between male and female 
students’ language attitude in terms of English as an important, 
rich, and interesting language. 

In contrast with the aforementioned studies, the present 
study of [5]demonstrates that there is no significant difference 
between male and female EFL prospective teachers’ language 
attitude towards the English language. In agreement with the 
study of [5], in this study, male and female EFL teachers are 
postulated to have no difference in language attitude towards 
the English language. This is because gender per se is not one 
of the most influential factors affecting the nature of attitude of 
people. It is individual motivation to learn TL considered the 
most determinant affecting the attitude [5]. Thus, it is claimed 
that there is no significant difference between the state of male 
and female EFL teachers’ language attitude towards the 
English language.  

C. Research Question and Hypothesis 
The research question and hypothesis of this study are 

formulated as follow: 

- What is the nature of Indonesian English teachers’ attitude 
towards the English language? 

- H0: there is no significant difference between male and 
female Indonesian English teachers’ language attitude 
towards the English language. 

Ha: there is a difference between male and female 
Indonesian English teachers’ language attitude towards the 
English language. 

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

A. Participants 
Participants were 82 Indonesian English teachers. They 

were from Yogyakarta province, Indonesia. They consisted of 
41 males (25 of them were senior high school teachers while 

16 were junior high school teachers) and 41 females (30 of 
them were senior high school teachers while 11 were junior 
high school teachers). They were from the same English 
teacher organization in Yogyakarta.  

B. Instrument 
This study used a questionnaire on language attitude as an 

instrument. The questionnaire was taken from the study of [18] 
and modified based on the context of EFL teachers’ language 
attitude in Indonesia. Furthermore, the questionnaire contained 
five aspects of language attitude towards the English and 21 
statements. The statements were put in a four-point Likert scale 
as follows, 4 = strongly agree, 3 = agree, 2 = disagree, and 1 = 
strongly disagree. The following was the detailed construction 
of the questionnaire. 

TABLE I.  QUESTIONNAIRE ON INDONESIAN ENGLISH TEACHERS’ 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ATTITUDE 

Aspects of English 
Language Attitude Statements 

Educational and 
social status of 

English 

It is a good thing to have English as the frequently 
used foreign language in Indonesia (1a). 
Student textbooks should be written in Bahasa 
Indonesia (14). 
English should be a medium of instruction in the 
schools in Indonesia (20). 

Social and 
instrumental value 

of English 

English is the mark of an educated person (2). 
If I use English, I will be praised and approved of 
by my family, relatives and friends (4). 
If I use English, my status is raised (12). 
The spread of the use of English is one of the most 
crucial factors in Indonesia’s 
development today (17). 

The use of English 
would detract from 

cultural identity 

When using English, I do not feel that I am 
Indonesian any more (3). 
At times I fear that by using English I will become 
like an native English speaker (5). 
If I use English, it means that I am not patriotic 
(11). 

Orientation towards 
English 

I am forced to learn English by the people around 
me (6). 
I like reading English magazines, books, etc (7). 
I do not feel awkward when using English (8). 
I love talking with native speakers in English (9). 
I wish that I could speak fluent and accurate 
English (15). 
I feel uneasy and lack confidence when speaking 
English (16). 
I would take English training or course to improve 
my English skills (18). 

The intrinsic value 
of the English 
language and 
English based 

culture 
 

I like to see English speaking films (10). 
The command of English is very helpful in 
understanding English communities and their 
cultures (21). 

Discomfort about 
Indonesian 

speaking English 

I feel uncomfortable when hearing Indonesians 
speaking to another in English (13). 
I feel uneasy when hearing an Indonesian speaking 
English (19). 

a. Question numbers refer to the order in the questionnaire. 

In addition, the questionnaire was tried out to 30 EFL 
teachers in Yogyakarta apart from the participants to check the 

Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 165

43



validity. The result revealed that all items of questions in the 
questionnaire were valid proven by the score of Correlated 
Item-Total Correlation above 0,300. Besides, in term of the 
reliability, the results of Alpha Cronbach test showed that the 
questionnaire was reliable with a score of Aplha index higher 
than 0.70, 0.839. Above all, the questionnaire was valid and 
reliable to be used to get data on the language attitude of 
Indonesian English teachers towards the English language. 

C. Data Analysis 
Descriptive statistic and t-test were administrated to 

analyze the data with two different procedures. The first was 
descriptive statistics test to get data on the state or nature of 
participants’ language attitude towards the English language. 
This descriptive statistics was to answer the research question 
of this study. Furthermore, the second was t-test. The t-test was 
to examine the hypothesis of this study. The t-test was 
performed after the prerequisite tests of normality and 
homogeneity. The prerequisite tests revealed that the data of 
male teachers’ statements were normal proven by a score of 
0.68 in Kolmogorov-Smirnov test while Shapiro-Wilk test 
gained 0.258. Furthermore, the data of female teachers’ 
statements were also normal; the score of Kolmogorov-Smirnov 
test was 0.200 while Shapiro-Wilk test gained 0.527. Besides, 
the homogeneity test showed that the data of male and female 
Indonesian English teachers’ language attitude were 
homogeny. It was proven by significant score of Levene test 
above 0.05, 0.404. 

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Results 
1) Descriptive Statistics 
The following is the results of descriptive statistics of 

Indonesian English teachers’ language attitude. 

TABLE II.  GROUP STATISTICS 

            Sex N Meana Std. 
Deviation 

Std. Error 
Mean 

Language 
Attitude 

Male 41 70.9024 4.77915 .74638 
Female 41 69.3415 3.81189 .59532 

a. Mean score 21 – 36.75 = “very unfavorable”; 36.76 – 52.5 “unfavorable”;  
                                                  52.6 – 68.25 = “favorable” ; 68.26 – 84 = “very favorable” 

 
Table 1 showed that the mean score of male and female 

gender was in the “very favorable” category. This indicated 
that both male and female Indonesian English teachers have 
very favorable language attitude towards the English 
language. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) T-test 

TABLE III.  INDEPENDENT SAMPLE TEST 

 
T-test for Equality of Means 

Df Sig. (2 tailed) Mean 
Difference 

Language 
Attitude 

Equal 
variances 
assumed 

80 .106 1.56098 

Equal 
variances not 
assumed 

76.231 .106 1.56098 

 
Table 3 revealed that the score of t-test for equality of 

means was higher than t-table (p > 0.05), p = 0.106, df = 80 
and p = 106, df = 76.231. This result demonstrated that there 
was no significant difference between male and female 
Indonesian English teachers’ language attitude towards the 
English.  Meaning, H0 was accepted while Ha was rejected. 

  

B. Discussion 
The overarching goal of this study is to investigate 

Indonesian English teachers’ language attitude towards the 
English language. The result of descriptive statistics 
demonstrates that both male and female Indonesian English 
teachers have very favorable language attitude towards the 
English language. This result – based upon the perspectives of 
[9] and [10] – indicates that the Indonesian English teachers 
have positive reaction towards the TL. In that sense, the 
Indonesian English teachers have positive acceptance towards 
their language of expertise, English. They have positive 
proposition on the educational and social status, social and 
instrumental value, and the intrinsic value of the English 
language and cultures. Likewise, they have positive 
orientation and tendency towards English. Furthermore, they 
also feel comfortable when hearing native people of Indonesia 
speaking English. Importantly, they also feel that the use of 
English would not detract from their cultural identity.  

 In addition, the result of t-test reveals that there is no 
significant difference between male and female Indonesian 
English teachers’ language attitude towards the English 
language. This result indicates that both male and female 
teachers have the same state of very favorable language 
attitude towards the TL. Although this result conflicts with the 
study of [6]; [18]; and [19], the score of t-test for equality of 
means, p = 0.106, df = 80 and p = 106, df = 76.231, shows 
compelling evidence that there is sorely no difference in 
language attitude in terms of gender. Exist to support the result 
of this study, the finding of [5] shows the same that there is no 
significant difference between male and female EFL 
prospective teachers’ English language attitude. In short, this 
result extends our knowledge that gender is not always 
become a determinant to affect the state or nature of 
individual’s language attitude.  

This claim is due to the fact that gender is not a major 
factor to affect the attitude of people. It is the motivation of 
the teachers to learn the English, in view of [5], can induce the 
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nature of language attitude. In addition, pondering subsequent 
scholarship postulates that media could affect and penetrate 
people’s mind [20]; [21]; and [22] and attitude [23] and [24],  
along with present an empirical ground shows that area of 
living influences language attitude (see [25]), this study thus 
posits that the role of media and region where the teachers are 
living causes this no difference language attitude in term of 
gender.  

The teachers are living in the Special Province of 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia. This special region is reported as a 
heart of international tourist destination in central Java [26] 
and therefore the exposures of English language in both 
printed and electronic media are ubiquitous. Consequently, the 
inhabitants get used to the existence of the English language 
and they are accustomed to using the language as a mean of 
communication with tourists. The logical consequence 
emerges that this could possibly affect the state of favorable 
attitude of the teachers towards the English language. In other 
words, the beliefs, feelings, and predispositions of the teachers 
towards the English language become positive. However, to 
certain extent, further examination is still needed to investigate 
this causal relationship.  

V. CONCLUSION 
The major highlight of this study contributes to knowledge 

field of language attitude and communication is that Indonesian 
English teachers have very favorable attitude towards the 
English language. In that sense, they have positive acceptance 
towards the use and existence of the English language. In 
addition, this study devises an important insight that gender is 
not always become a major antecedent to influence the state of 
individual’s language attitude. The result of t-test demonstrates 
that both male and female Indonesian English teachers have the 
same nature of language attitude towards English. This result 
of no difference in language attitude in terms of gender is 
postulated due to the influence of media and region where the 
teachers live.  

Although this study has shed light pivotal insights on the 
Indonesian English teachers’ language attitude towards the 
English language, in many respects, this study still has a 
limitation. This study has not yet researched the influence of 
media and region of living on the state of English language 
attitude of Indonesian English teachers. However, theoretical 
and empirical grounds have been provided to expound how 
media and region where the teachers live can affect the state of 
Indonesian English teachers’ language attitude towards the 
English language.  
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