






RomaniaÕs priorities for the EU Council Presidency (2019) 

One brief comment concerning the Romanian Presidency of the EU Council (1st semester 2019). I am 
chairing a special committee of the Romanian parliament for the preparation of the first Romanian 
Presidency of the European Union and we are defining right now the priorities of the future Presidency. 
One of the priorities that was accepted by the Romanian Government at the proposal of the Parliament and 
also being my proposal is to tackle, to combat racism, intolerance, anti-Semitism, populism, xenophobia. I 
will also propose to add the hate speech because it became a serious problem in Europe which is currently 
generating serious political challenges in a number of EU member states. What I am stating is based on the 
knowledge I received being also the representative of a European organization, the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) to the European Committee on combating Racism and 
Intolerance (ECRI). This is a remarkable committee of European independent experts which is monitoring 
the situation in different European states, adopting country reports and recommendations or 
recommendations of public European policies and I can confirm, this is based on serious monitoring 
reports, that the situation in Europe concerning racism, intolerance, hate speech etc. it became something 
very serious. So we will introduce this topic within the Romanian PresidencyÕs priorities. 

Conclusions 

 I will end now saying that the right to peace, supported by a necessary culture of peace, became in the last 
20 years a fundamental Human Right, acknowledged as such by international and national norms. Also the 
doctrine consecrates peace of being part of the third generation of fundamental Human Rights and 
Liberties, the so called ÒRights of solidarityÓ (Corlatean 2015, 80-81). From this perspective, we should 
focus on using public policies and resources for promoting a clear vision for supporting the peace process, 
tolerance and understanding between or within nations much more than we are currently doing, at least in 
the case of Europe.  
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