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ABSTRACT- Many government officials use Instagram as a
means of communication. In Indonesia, one of them is Ridwan
Kamil, the mayor of Bandung City who has more than 7 million
of followers on Instagram and has shared more than 4000 posts.
A lot of his posts contain such hilarious wordplay, for example is
puns. This research aims to identify the classification and
Sfunction of puns found in Instagram posts of Ridwan Kamil. This
study is qualitative descriptive research which describes a
language phenomenon in social media. The researcher selected
Instagram posts from an account @ridwankamil which contain
puns as the samples. The period of the posts were taken during
the year of 2017. The results show that there are five types of
puns: homonymic pun, homophonic pun, paronymy, compund
pun, and recursive pun. The puns have functions to create
humor and to provide brevity and persuasion.
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L INTRODUCTION

Today, social media refers to a wide range of web
sites and internet-based services that allow users to create
content and interact with other users (Farzindar and Inkpen,
2017). Online discourse is often characterized as playful,
humorous, and creative (Vasquez and Creel, 2017). The
growing prevalence of digital communication in recent
years has sparked scholarly interest in new media discourse
across a range of disciplines, including communication
studies, cognitive science, linguistics, and sociology
(Lazaraton, 2014). Online social media are particularly
promising resource for the study of people, as “status”
updates are self-descriptive, personal, and have emotional
content (Kramer in Schwartz et.al, 2013). Therefore,
language use is objective and quantifiable behavioral data
(Ireland and Mehl in Schwartz et.al, 2013)

Instagram is a mobile, desktop, and Internet-based
photo-sharing application and service that allows users to
share pictures and videos either publicly or privately to pre-
approved followers. Wikipedia wrote that after its launch in
2010, Instagram rapidly gained popularity, with one million
registered users in two months, 10 million in a year, and
ultimately 800 million as of September 2017. Its users have
uploaded over 40 billion photos to the service as of October
2015. As of April 2017, Instagram Direct has 375 million
active users, while, as of June 2017, the Instagram Stories

functionality has over 250 million active users. Therefore,
Instagram has been named "one of the most influential
social networks in the world"
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instagram).

Famous celebrities, public figures, and ordinary
people use Instagram to interact with their fans, citizens,
families, and so many people in the world. Registered
Instagram users can upload photos and videos, apply various
digital filters to their images, add locations through geotags,
and add hashtags to their posts, linking the photos up to
other content on Instagram featuring the same subject or
overall topic, connect their Instagram account to other social
media profiles, enabling them to share photos to those
profiles as well. Instagram also has a feature called
Instagram Direct which allows users lets users interact
through private messaging.

Many famous people such as celebrities or public
figures have Instagram account followed by many people. In
2017, it was announced that Selena Gomez named as the
most followed public figure on Instagram. Her Instagram
account has 132 millions of followers. Moreover, many
government officials also use Instagram as a means of
communication. In Indonesia itself, one of them is Ridwan
Kamil, the mayor of Bandung City who has more than 7
million of followers on Instagram and has shared more than
4000 posts. From his Instagram post on 1 January 2018, it
was revealed that @ridwankamil got 146 million of likes
from the followers to 997 posts in 2017. Most of his posts
are related to the information about Bandung, programs,
events, achievements, his daily activities, and sometimes
Regram (repost for Instagram) from his followers. What
makes his posts are interesting is that Kang Emil-his famous
nickname-often plays on words on his Instagram posts. A lot
of his posts contain such hilarious wordplay, especially
puns. He is often dubbed as “Walikota Zaman Now” for his
anti-mainstream style. As the leader of Bandung, in which
he described himself on his Instagram account as the
caretaker of lovely Bandung, he is very different from what
the so-called old fashioned government officials. The
netizens like his funny-easy-going personality and would
enthusiast to follow his Instagram account. Many of his
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followers are also people from outside Bandung and West
Java.
Punning to Play-On-Words

As a form of language creativity, puns have been
"the only legitimate field for the interdisciplinary contacts
between linguistics and humor studies for a long time"
(Attardo in Jojic, 2013). The main reason lies in the fact
that, when compared with other forms of verbal humor,
puns depend, to the utmost degree, on the way verbal
expression is maneuvered (Ermida in Jojic, 2013). Of all the
various forms of humor, plays on words and puns have
received the bulk of attention in linguistic studies
(Partington, 2009). Delabastita (in Diaz-Perez, 2012)
defined wordplay as the general name indicating the various
textual phenomena (i.e. on the level of performance or
parole) in which certain features inherent in the structure of
the language used (level of competence or langue) are
exploited in such a way as to establish a communicatively
significant, (near-) simultaneous confrontation of at least
two linguistic structures with more or less dissimilar
meanings (signified) and more or less similar forms
(signifiers). Giorgadze (2014) explained that according to its
form, wordplay can be expressed in ambiguous verbal wit,
orthographic peculiarities, sounds and forms of the words, in
breaking the grammar rules and other linguistic factors. It
should be also mentioned that context has a vital importance
for the actualization of the wordplay (pun), as its pragmatic
role (mainly humorous, satirical, sarcastic, etc.) is fulfilled
and actualized in a specific context. Therefore, wordplay
and its categories are changeable expressive means and
together with the development of languages, new types are
formed and developed. (Giorgadze, 2014).

For better understanding, Giorgadze (2014)
considered pun as one of the types of wordplay, whereas
wordplay is classed as an umbrella term denoting all the
subclasses, such as spoonerism, malapropism, wellerism,
onomatopoeia, palindrome and other linguistic units.
Quintilian (in van Mulken et.al, 2004) distinguished
between puns in which both meanings are relevant and those
for which only one meaning is relevant. Puns can provide
pleasurable experience in several related ways. First, a pun
is a humorous device. A humorous message can give the
audience a pleasant experience. Second, a pun can be
considered as a riddle. Solving a riddle is a pleasant
experience, too, because it flatters the audience’s intellectual
capabilities by showing them that they have the relevant
knowledge to solve the problem (van Mulken et.al, 2004).
Puns are also intimately bound up with the culture of a
language, reflecting particular values, tastes and lifestyles
(Laviosa, 2005).

Classification and Function of Pun

Some scholars have classified pun into several
categories. The classifications of pun by Delabastita and
Gottlieb presented here were cited by Giorgadze (2014).
According to Delabastita pun is divided into four categories:
1) Homonymy (identical sounds and spelling)

2) Homophony (identical sounds but different spellings)

Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 166

3) Homography (different sounds but identical spelling)

4) Paronymy (there are slight differences in both spelling
and sound)

Gottlieb’s classification of pun is similar to Delabastita’s

one in which he only added and singled out three

subcategories of homonymy:

1) Lexical homonymy (the central feature is single-word
ambiguity)

2) Collocational homonymy  (the
ambiguity is the central feature)

3)  Phrasal homonymy (the clause ambiguity is the central
feature)

Another classification of pun by Chuandao (2005) is
different from the former two scholars’. Chuandao claimed
that the creation of pun is connected not only to the meaning
and the homophony of a word, but also to the context,
manner of speech and logic. Therefore, he classified pun as
follows:

1) Homonymic pun (identical sounds and spelling): the
homonymic pun is the use of sound, and a way of
utterance to use words unrelated in meaning but
sounding alike to form two meanings ---- to use the
homonymous relations between words to make an
utterance have two different interpretations.

2) Lexical meaning pun (poly semantic words): the
lexical meaning pun is an expressive way of utterance
to use the polysemy of words to cause a sentence to
have two different interpretations, and it is also a
rhetorical device in which a certain feeling is
transmitted.

3) Understanding pun (through the particular context
implied meaning of a sentence is revealed): sometimes
a pun sentence does not include any pun word. Instead
it, through a particular context and with the help of it,
can suggest the implied meaning of the sentence. This
is called the understanding pun.

4) Figurative pun (a simile or a metaphor as its surface
meaning and the figurative meaning as its deep
meaning): this figure of speech is used directly in a
sentence or in a context.

5) Logic pun (a rhetorical device, a kind of implication in
a particular context): this pun is a kind of implication
in a particular context. The listener may not feel it, but
the reader can understand it. In a dialogue no word
contains two meanings, but different roles in the
dialogue obviously refer to various things in using the
words. As a result double implication forms in the
listener's mind. Then this forms a logic pun.

word-in-context

To complete the classification, Bader (2014) added some
other types of pun in which he summarized from different
authors:

1) Compound pun: it includes a statement that contains
two or more puns. Example is Richard Whately's
complex statement "Why can't a man starve in the
GreatDesert? Because he can eat the sand which is
there, but what brought sandwiches there? Noah sent
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Ham and his descendants mustered and bred." The pun
here is first in the phrase sand which is, which is
homophonic with sandwiches, and, second, in the
homonymic words Ham (Noah's son) and ham (kind of
pig meat), mustered/mustard, and bred/bread.

2) Recursive pun: the second aspect of the pun relies on
the understanding of an element in the first aspect.
Example is the statement "Infinity is not in finity",
which means that infinity is not in the finite range.
Another example is in Oscar Wilde - Immanuel doesn't
pun, he Kant.

3)  Visual pun: the pun aspects are replaced by a picture
and this kind is sometimes used in cartoons like "The
Far side".

As a special language device, puns enhance the appeal

of a language and strengthen its informative effect and

make language become more concise, funny, humorous,
novel, and so on, and it will leave a deep impression on
readers with readability and humor (Gan, 2015). Moreover,

Gan (2015) explained that puns have different functions

such as providing brevity, humor, satire, persuasion, and

forming riddles.

1L RESEARCH METHODS

This study is qualitative descriptive research which
describes a language phenomenon in social media. In
qualitative research, the inquirer analyzes words or images
(Creswell, 2012). This study used qualitative approach
because the data is in the form of puns found in Instagram
posts of Ridwan Kamil, the mayor of Bandung City. This
study is also an embedded-case study because the problem
and the focus of the research have been decided by the
researcher. Case study is a design of inquiry found in many
fields, especially evaluation, in which the researcher
develops an in-depth analysis of a case, often a program,
event, activity, process, or one or more individuals
(Creswell, 2014). Cases are bounded by time and activity,
and researchers collect detailed information using a variety
of data collection procedures over a sustained period of time
(Stake; Yin, as cited in Creswell, 2014).

Creswell (2012) stated that there are five interrelated
steps in the process of qualitative data collection. The first is
to identify participant and sites to be studied and to engage
in sampling strategy. Second, is to gain access to these
individuals and sites. Third, is to consider types of
information that will best for research questions. Fourth, is
to design protocols or instruments for collecting and
recording the information. Finally, the fifth is to administer
the data collection with special attention to potential ethical
issues that may arise. However, these steps should not be
seen as linear approaches, but often one step in the process
does follow another (Creswell, 2012).

In qualitative inquiry, the intent is not to generalize
to a population, but to develop an in-depth exploration of a
central phenomenon. Thus, the qualitative researcher
purposefully or intentionally selects individuals and sites.
Therefore, the research term used for qualitative sampling is
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purposeful sampling. In this research, the researcher
selected Instagram posts from an account @ridwankamil
which contain puns. The period of the posts is during the
year of 2017.

III. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
In this part, the researcher presents the result of the analysis
and the discussion. The first part is the classification or
types of pun found in Ridwan Kamil’s posts on his
Instagram account and the second part is the function of the
puns.
Classification or Types of Pun in Ridwan Kamil’s
Instagram Account
1. Homonymic Pun
This is kind of pun with identical sounds and spelling. Some
examples of homonymic pun in Ridwan Kamil’s Instagram
account are as follows:

aisulfah_f Rasa ditinggal nikah mantan pak

wahyun6354 Rasanya patah hati

1 kalau
keripik kang emilnya di mana

O Q A

188,478 likes

Picture 1
The homonymic puns on Picture 1 are rasa ditikung teman
sendiri and rasa yang dulu pernah ada. The picture of
snacks plays on pun of the word rasa. In terms of food, rasa
is associated with taste whereas on the above example, rasa
is associated with feeling. Another example:

ridwankamil #KekasihWeeklyUpdate .
Warga Bandung, jika galau atau stres dan
butuh curhat (kecuali curhat persib) silakan

Pemkot Bandung. GRATIS SELALU. Kontak
1o 119 untuk info. Datangi taman-taman
terdekat, biasanya mobilnya parkir di sana.
i warga kota yang

il dear Bandung
g butuh bahu untuk
bersandar. kami juga ada fasilitas bahu
faatkan.

173.375 likes

Picture 2

The Homonymic pun on Picture 2 is on the caption yang
butuh bahu untuk bersandar, kami juga ada fasilitas bahu
jalan. Tt is a common joke among Indonesian people. The
word bahu (shoulder) can mean the part of body where arm
is connected and also the part of a roadway outside of the
traveled way.

2. Homophonic Pun
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This pun relies on words that sound alike or similar sounds
rather than a single word with multiple meanings. Some
examples of homophonic pun in Ridwan Kamil’s Instagram
account are as follows:

ﬁ ridwankamil @ « Following

ridwankamil #Starwars van Bandung yang
tinggalny di jalan Sukajedi. #hightsaber,

dhnypwr Tapi sya ngeliat nya kaya mayoret
drumband pak mainin ped. % keren

pokok na mah

trie23 Nu ganteng mah bebas lah
msihaab Star kamil mereun kang(
tti5340 Hebat kang emil

O Q R

Last Jedi of Bandung 499,153 views

Picture 3

On the above example, the homophonic pun is Starwars van
Bandung yang tinggalnya di jalan Sukajedi. Sukajedi here is
a pun of Sukajadi. There is a homophonic relation between
Sukajedi and Sukajadi. Sukajadi is name of a district in
Bandung while Sukajedi is a pun derived from Jedi which is
the main protagonist in the Star Wars movie. The context of
the pun is explained by the picture in which Ridwan Kamil
is playing a parody to act as a Jedi in one of the Star Wars
movies The Last Jedi. Another example of homophonic pun:

? ridwankamil @ « Following

ridwankamil Sisa acara Bandung Light Fest
2017. Latihan Jedi skills, jaga-jaga jika
Negara Api menyerang Bandung. Read-wan
Kenobi. Alat peraga pinjam dari tukang
parkir shift malam,

robyrp37 Bapa encaan ih :(
eneng_82 Nyuhunkeun hapunten sakali
deui Pak @ Astaghfirullohal'adzhiim
kakintun na naha bet benten tinu ketikan

rickydputra19 ini epic bgt Kang
@ridwankamil. sbg sesama fans Star Wars
x

aghniahakim Pak kerenn
nilna_a_s Goblin %

slamet_suardoyo Jurus pedang siap2

nrAnmin metn bl o e D

O Q R

1,119,032 views

Picture 4
The homophonic pun is in the word Read-wan Kenobi.
Read-wan has similar sound to his name Ridwan. The
context of the pun is also a parody of Star Wars movie
which is one of the characters named Obi-wan Kenobi.
Another example:

'é‘ﬂ ridwankamil_art

ridwankamil Warga budiman, Jangan lupa
bayar dar pajak demi fembangunan
Asgard (Aseli Garud) dan Bangung tercinta.
karya @januar.artgaliery

mayangferya Atuhlah
Kainlilit_store Kain it termurah se ig, yuk
segera dicek

justteana_ @eliana.gunawan walikota mu ik
elianagunawan @justteana_ & walikota
gaul

; justteana_ @eliana.gunaw
_ 8ISl Ava ANU abis2 saya % %

NaRo

ngakak ga

1itri005 Ini bpk wal kotaaaa paliiing
bangt.sukses & sehat
salam buat buk dnta yg

334,655 likes

y
Picture 5
The homophonic pun is in geura seThor pajak bisi aya anu
narok. SeThor is pun of sefor (to pay money or something).
The pun is visualized in which Ridwan Kamil depicted as
one of the character of Marvel’s superhero, Thor.

3. Paronymy

This is kind of pun which has slight differences in both
spelling and sound. The formation of a word is based on a
word from another language with little or no alteration in
spelling or pronunciation. Some examples of paronymy in
Ridwan Kamil’s Instagram account are as follows:

g pecinta_kucin... Follow

F ridwankamil @ - Following

ridwankamil Tag saudaramu yang kemarin
Lebaran kamerkaan atau kemlakaren alias

kekenyangan karena opor-dosis. langsing
sebulan endut lagi dalam sehari

fatihhaqquzein
dikit maksudnya.
akhumaeroh

nenengsitiaminah @nopi_putri

yayuksetyaningrum beb unyuuuuuu
@beiaputry19 v

O Q R

127,148 likes

Picture 6

The paronymy occurred in the word opor-dosis which is the
pun of over-dosis (overdose). The context of the pun
described the typical cuisine of Eid al-Fitri in Indonesia.
People in Indonesia usually serve ketupat (rice cake) and
opor ayam (typical of Indonesian chicken curry) as the
menu. They often eat so much until it feels like overdose.
Another example:
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»" ridwankamil @ « Following

ridwankamil Kaget, kirain pelakor teryata
cuman cokiat tempe. Stay away from
trouble everyone. Happy Thursday.

eprilyanatara At ati ado edun{ @annisaa_ia

linafit Sumfah atuh pak @ridwankamil ini
teh kocak pisan euy. Ngakak saayaa. Baw
pak @ridwankamil tau betul seal gsip yg Ig
hits dizaman now ¥ %

nabilazahwaaa @noerva_dilla_amata

deaandaras Atug lah pa naha bodor
wicwicwi)))

devaasaaa @rina.ardhila &

fannyfarliani Apa cuma aku aja yang baru
ngeuh persekian detik setelah baca ¥ apa
ini yang dinamakan telmi? (Telat mikir tea)
®

O Q R

242,305 likes

Picture 7

The paronymy pun on Picture 7 is somewhat contextual in
Indonesian show business or entertainment. Edun is a pun of
Jedun (Jennifer Dunn) who is famous as a notorious public
figure in Indonesia, especially after having an affair with a
married man. It is also explained in the caption with the
word pelakor (perebut laki orang) that is a woman who
caused trouble in someone’s marriage life.

4. Compound Pun

This is kind of pun which contains two or more puns in the
same sentence. Some examples of compound pun in Ridwan
Kamil’s Instagram account are as follows:
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)”“ ridwankamil @ - Following

ridwankamil “Gak penting pergi kemana.
Yang penting pergi dengan siapa”
#JudulKaos #relationshipgoals
#Freelerusalem

mochandiwahyudi yang bali ke bandung.
yang bandung ke bali..
samsungneophone Fotonya keren kang
emil pasti pake samsung kan? Yg pengen
foto kece badai instagramable kayak gini
boleh kok kepo2 ig kita #jangandisunat ya
kang atut ini numpang promosi alus &
nissauswatun_ Hadeuhh kadang suka ngiri
kalo fiat pasangan ini teh % romantis
banget sih pa @ridwankamil

ntrinaa_ Cocuwit® &

che_3017 Cia co cwitt

Anannaad Mantan

O Q R

308,452 likes

Picture 9

The pun on Picture 9 in caption gak penting pergi kemana,
yang penting pergi dengan siapa is a recursive pun. Here,
Ridwan Kamil means that the presence of the special one is
more important than the destination. The context is revealed
from the picture of Kang Emil and his wife. Another
example:

," ridwankamil @ - Following

ridwankamil "Sandang, Pangan dan
Colokan* kebahagiaan jaman now yang
hagigi. betul? foto: @iife.graph

>,- ridwankamil @ - Following

ridwankamil Persiapan malam mingguan.
Karena kata oppa Gong Yoo, menjaga
langgeng cinta butuh upaya dan perawatan.

IANGANIBETE|
h HABIS BATRE, |

dedeng.sopandi @sopandidedeng Asa
kmha kab tsm jiga kota bdg. .
arief_fandie Betul kang.. Walkot bandung
paling keren se indonesia » € walkot
zaman now £ 5 &

syahdara Betul

alby4426 Walkot terbaik

drama-drama Korea an.

lindaayuwin @derry_pra wiwkwi

Karena hidup tidak selurus mulus ala

chiangjes Li ZZ lebih cocok atau OF=AI

Picture 8
The pun on Picture 8 Karena kata oppa Gong Yoo, menjaga
langgeng cinta butuh upaya dan perawatan. Karena hidup
tidak selurus mulus ala drama-drama Korea an contains

two puns in the same sentence. In many of his posts,
Ridwan Kamil is often being up-to-date about Korean
entertainment world.

5. Recursive Pun

This is kind of pun in which the second characteristic of the
pun relies on the understanding of the first. Some examples
of recursive pun in Ridwan Kamil’s Instagram account are
as follows:

asfihani77 Di tambah jaringan pak
@ridwankamil

rinarinot27 Hoyong pindah k bandung lsh
hahaa

nissahpsr zaman jigeum now sprti

ungkapan pak walikota kece ni 2,
femirachmaa Apa sih pasak® & &
sasqiaajeng Baca caption nyav O Q A
@vitanianjarwati @hasna.sepja 269,566 likes
@salsabila_r.o @tamaracantica @tiaradyaa
hey.smoothy Anjayyy %
vitanianjarwati Anjiiirr & @sasqiazjeng % 3
ananurmayanti @mustafa_brainer - -
zahrohrja Baru kafi ini ada walikota update Picture 10
bgt scal per kpop-an ¥ &S . . c
o Q L The pun in PlctulTe 10 “sandang, _ pangan, a.'an
280,892 ikes colokan ’kebahagiaan jaman now yang haqiqi is a recursive

pun. It criticized a phenomenon in this era where most
people have high dependency on smartphone that they can’t
be separated from colokan (electric plugs) to recharge the
phone when the battery is low.

6. Visual Pun

This is kind of pun in which one or more puns are replaced
by a picture. In logos, graphical symbols, emblems and
insignia, etc. Some examples of visual pun in Ridwan
Kamil’s Instagram account are as follows:
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p ridwankamil @ - Following
posting yang ini 3ja katanya. &

utiimega Haha kocak pak ridwan
masbullohh s <<

nailalmunaamalia ¥

ijuliansyap Bodor nu ieu

ulya_saja Ahahahahahahaha

lias aridah16 &%

O Q

133,674 likes

Picture 11
On Picture 11, the graphical symbol L/A stands for Lombok
International Airport. I love LIA was edited by adding ATA
to be I love ATALIA. Atalia is the name of Ridwan Kamil’s
wife.

Function of Puns in Ridwan Kamil’s Instagram Account
1. Creating Humor

Puns are often used as a common source of humor in jokes.
Ridwan Kamil often use puns as humor to provide
amusement for his followers or anyone who reads his posts
in Instagram. Some of his humorous posts often related to
Korean drama such as:

Karena kata oppa Gong Yoo, menjaga langgeng cinta butuh
upaya dan perawatan. Karena hidup tidak selurus mulus ala
drama-drama Korea an.

The use of puns in his Instagram posts also typically
entertaining to give a humorous meaning about
entertainment world such as Korea or Hollywood movies.

2.  Providing Brevity

As a mayor of Bandung, Ridwan Kamil often use Instagram
to communicate and to socialize anything related to
programs, policies, or activities in Bandung. One of the
functions of puns in Ridwan Kamil’s is to provide brevity in
explaining government policy or program in an effective
communication way.

“sandang, pangan, dan colokan ’kebahagiaan jaman now
yang haqiqi

The pun above is to inform the people about new facility of
public electric plugs provided by the government of
Bandung.

3. Persuasion
Social media is an effective way to inform anything,
including to persuade people. Ridwan Kamil also used pun
for sounding government policy or program in Bandung.
geura seThor pajak bisi aya anu narok
The pun is to persuade people in Bandung to pay tax.

Iv. CONCLUSION
There are six types of pun found in Ridwan Kamil’s
Instagram account, namely homonymic pun, homophonic

ridwankamil Dimarahin istri. Harus foket

putraziaulhaq Hahaha hahaha ¥ & %

dhietadhytia Jiahahahahahha..s & &

diknairnalia Gatau knpa kalo liat caption
bapa suka sura seuri sendiri sampe ngak

ra_april gusti etasaaaa.....sumpah nga

sonyarifin Lia @kartika_lia06 ?? Hahahh:
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pun, paronymy, compound pun, recursive pun, and visual
pun. The puns have functions for creating humor, providing
brevity, and persuasion.
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