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Abstract. In recent years, the conflict between urban development and cultural protection has 
becomes more intense with the acceleration of urbanization progress of China. The protection of 
cultural heritage not only needs the perfection of relevant laws, but also requires the autonomous 
participation of the public. Public self-awareness is the basic premise of protecting tangible and 
intangible cultural heritage, while scholars are the intelligence security for the protection and 
inheritance of traditional culture. The actions and measures made by the Korea society in the aspects 
of cultural diversity and cultural development provide us with many beneficial references. Cultural 
heritage is the common wealth of all human being currently; every one, every country or the 
international society all has the responsibility and obligation to protect and inherit cultural heritage. 
This study explored and analyzed the cultural diversity and development of the Korea society in the 
perspectives of the protection and inheritance of folk custom and intangible cultural heritage. 

Introduction 
The urbanization of China has further developed since the reform and openness and the 

development of socialist marketing economy. The spiritual life of people changes to some extent with 
the constant improvement of material life; however, the cultural features of some cities gradually 
disappear [1]. Hence the protection of cultural heritage is a problematic issue existing in the current 
urban construction. The works made by Korea to protect and inherit its intangible cultural heritage are 
in the front end of the world. Korea is taking efforts to perfect relevant laws and regulations of 
cultural heritage protection and moreover, the care consciousness of the public on cultural heritage is 
constantly strengthened [2, 3]. 

In recent years, many scholars in China and abroad have made many relevant studies. For example, 
Deng X et al. [4] pointed out in 2014 that, human created wonderful intangible cultural heritage in the 
social development and historical progress and intangible cultural heritage as the fruit of creativity, 
imagination, intelligence and labor vividly displayed the diversity of human culture. In 2010, aiming 
at the features and problems of intangible cultural heritage protection practice, Leimgruber W. [5] 
discussed over intangible heritage protection theory such as traditional culture and folk inheritance in 
the aspects of the maintenance of cultural diversity and in situ conservation, the perfection of 
protection system and preserving means, the respect of community culture right and sustainable 
utilization. In 2012, Mclaughlin R. [6] proposed that the common heritage of human included cultural 
diversity which was one of the development motivations of human society. The works done to protect 
intangible cultural heritage can directly affect the protection of cultural diversity and the harmonious 
development of human society. Referring to a new perspective of the protection and inheritance of 
Korea social folk custom and intangible cultural heritage, this study investigated the cultural diversity 
and cultural development in China, aiming to help the protection and inheritance of Chinese cultural 
heritage. 
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Overview of intangible cultural heritage 
Intangible cultural heritage and anthropology both focus on culture and human. Intangible cultural 

heritage is the meaningful practice created by human in a long time of production and living. As it 
connects the inheritors with their surrounding world and their ancestors, such a meaningful form 
becomes a component of human culture. Korea is a country which carried out intangible cultural 
heritage protection works early. The protection intensity and development level of Korea intangible 
cultural heritage are both at the top around the world. Relevant data suggest that, totally 16 events are 
recognized as the world intangible cultural heritage currently. After half a century of efforts, Korea 
has gained great achievement in the protection of intangible cultural heritage. Many scholars consider 
Korea as an advanced country in intangible culture management [7-9]. We should realize the gap with 
Korea in the aspect of intangible cultural heritage protection rather than tangle at the affiliation of 
intangible cultural heritage with regard to Dragon Boat Festival. Besides, we should learn and refer to 
the experience and relevant mechanisms of Korea obtained after long-time practice in the aspect of 
intangible cultural heritage protection and development. The experience and mechanisms can provide 
beneficial enlightenment for the protection works of intangible cultural heritage in China and 
promote the protection and overall development level of Chinese intangible cultural heritage. 

The Gangneung Danoje Festival 
The origin of the Gangneung Danoje Festival. Like the Chinese Dragon Boat Festival, the 

Gangneung Danoje Festival in Korea is in the fifth day of the fifth lunar month as well. In literal 
meaning, Danoje means initial horse, i.e., the first horse day in May. Five is an odd number and the 
fifth day of the fifth lunar month has two odd numbers. Similar to Chinese culture, Korea culture also 
pays much attention to the encounter of odd days; therefore, Korea people set the fifth day of the fifth 
lunar month as a great festival day [10-13]. However, no definite literal data can testify the specific 
generation time of the festival. What we know is that, the Gangneung Danoje Festival has existed 
since Xinluo age. On that day, both the royal household and plain citizen enjoy the day in a happy 
atmosphere. 

Celebration ceremony of Korean Gangneung Danoje Festival. Though Korean Gangneung 
Danoje Festival is similar to Chinese Dragon Boat Festival and the festival is of certain possibility 
being transmitted from China at the earliest, Korean Gangneung Danoje Festival is considered as the 
festival of Gangneung people actually if we analyze in the aspect of celebration ceremony. 
Gangneung people regard the mythological figures who they believe in as the sacrificing objects; 
moreover, the etiquette of the sacrifice has distinct local features of Gangneung; scenery and 
entertainment in the festival, especially, can reflect the cultural deposits of Gangneung people which 
have been inherited for generations [14-16]. 

The role of government in the protection of intangible cultural heritage. Government in every 
country and nation manages folk customs in different forms. Such a kind of management which 
integrates with government right has stronger influence; however, the management effect can be 
effective or negatively effective because the influence of right can be positive or negative [17-19]. In 
practice, the system security for the protection and inheritance of traditional culture actually refers to 
the effective management of government. We can find out successful examples in the measures and 
actions of Korean government, for example, the survival of Gangneung pungmul. That folk custom is 
in a close connection with the farming consciousness of the Korean nation, i.e., farmer is the 
foundation of the country. Pungmul is quite popular among the public no matter in sacrificial rites or 
yearly local customs in one year. But due to various reasons, pungmul has got into trouble for many 
times. The government adopts some effective measures for positive interference, for example, 
positive organization of national folk custom art competition, the support for the establishment of 
Gangneung pungmul protection society, etc. These measures can promote the effective inheritance 
and innovation of folk custom phenomenon and lay a good basis. Those practices also testify that, the 
measures have achieved excellent effect. 
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Worries brought by the commercialization of Korean folk custom performance 
The protection of cultural heritage in Korean society is more than the discussion on the protection 

of cultural heritage, but also includes relevant analysis of business development and travel. Korean 
capital began to focus on the research and development in the expanded intangible cultural heritage 
activities with the expansion of non-intangible cultural heritage activities [20-24]. Businessmen are 
taking efforts to develop Korean cultural heritage and intangible cultural heritage into products for 
commercial trade. Moreover, the commercialization phenomenon has emerged in Korean intangible 
cultural heritage in early stage. However, the phenomenon that petty dealers peddle products by 
yelling has not been seen so far. The commercialization of Korean intangible cultural heritage puzzles 
people [25-27]. We all know that, once intangible cultural heritage is commercialized, the scale and 
modeling development of intangible cultural heritage will happen, which can lead to the loss of the 
original cultural connotation of Korean traditional culture. 

To inhibit the alienation of intangible cultural heritage during commercial development and ensure 
the original ecological transmission of intangible cultural heritage, Korea released Cultural Property 
Protection Laws (revised in 2004) in January 1962 to speculate the pyramidal system for the live 
treasure of human. The system mainly includes three aspects of content. 

The first content is to name the inheritors in the name of the country. In Korea, national-level 
intangible cultural heritage inheritors usually are endowed with the title of “the holder of important 
cultural property” or “national treasure”. The inheritors are outstanding national representatives 
of cultural heritage inheritors who master traditional cultural skills and folk cultural skills or 
traditional manufacture and processing techniques. So far, only 213 inheritors have gained those titles. 
Inheritors who gain such titles will be greatly respected by the public and therefore have high social 
status. 

The second content is the special financial support of the government to the inheritors. The Korean 
government establishes special subsidy for the holders of important cultural property. The subsidy 
will be given to inheritors titled by the government as the financial security for maintaining normal 
life and inheriting culture. Korea government establishes two kinds of special subsidy, i.e., cultural 
inheritance subsidy and living subsidy. The cultural inheritance subsidy is given to the titled 
inheritors as the expenditure for public performance and exhibition or as the funds for research and 
skill or artistic skill development according to the actual demand of cultural inheritance. Each titled 
inheritor will be given one million Korean won per month as the financial security for daily life as 
well as relevant medical security.  

The third content is the relevant responsibilities and obligations of the holder of important cultural 
property. Under the respect of the society and the support of national special financial fund, the holder 
of important cultural property should perform the following responsibilities and obligations: more 
than two times of domestic public performance tasks every year and skill or artistic skill teaching for 
staffs in the latter two layers of the pyramid; staffs in the latter two layers of pyramid should research 
and study traditional skills or artistic skills positively under the leading of holders [28, 29] and they 
should be able to succeed when holders cannot undertake obligations any more or pass away.  

The enlightenment of Korean intangible cultural heritage protection to China 
Not only Korea pays much attention to intangible cultural heritage, but also China begins to 

protect intangible cultural heritage in different forms. Intangible culture is both a culture and an 
important resource for developing economy. In competition theory of economics, maintaining 
product differentiation is considered as the key for keeping the share and competition of a product in 
market. The difference of cultural product first depends on the peculiarity of value and expression 
method. The difference between the special national culture of China and other cultures in the world 
will be the advantage depended by the economic development of China. We have not realized the loss 
of our culture and the opportunity to further develops our culture which is caused by the backward 
awareness in the aspect of protecting intangible cultural heritage and capital investment. 
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Implementing commercial development and cultivating better value of intangible cultural heritage is 
an inevitable road to protect and renew intangible cultural heritage of China. 

Conclusion 
The study, interpretation, transfer and expression of intangible cultural heritage should be an 

important aspect in the construction of discourse system of China. Currently, it is especially 
important to interpret our intangible cultural heritage in a higher theoretical perspective and 
thoroughly understand the subtle relationship between the essence of intangible cultural heritage and 
us. Moreover, we need to pay attention to transfer and express the understanding and study of 
intangible cultural heritage in proper ways. We should transfer our intangible cultural heritage with 
the long history and intelligence of Chinese nation to different people and groups in different ways, 
approaches and platforms.  
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