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Abstract. In recent years, with the deepening of the aging of population in China, the academic 
circles pay progressively attention and conduct more and more researches on the care for the aged 
mode. Home-based care for the aged, as one of the main cares for the aged modes, has become a 
hot topic. This thesis adopts the method of bibliometrics and visualization analysis, and uses the 
Citespace software to carry out keyword co-occurrence, author co-occurrence, and research 
institutions co-occurrence to provide quantitative description of number of literature, research 
institutions, periodicals distribution, research fronts and other overall characteristics for the 
researches on the home-based care for the aged over 10 years at home and abroad, with the core 
literature of China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) database from 2009 to 2019. It reveals 
the evolution pathway, main research contents and hotspots of home-based care for the aged 
research at home and abroad. Via the review of the literature on home-based care for the aged in 
China, we find out the deficiency of present research and forecast its future development trend. The 
analysis indicates that: 1. In terms of the research subject, the research on home-based care for the 
aged is concentrated in colleges and universities; 2. As for the research content, domestic research 
on home-based care for the aged focuses on the mode, service system, and community home-based 
care for the aged, etc. The research on the mode of home-based care for the aged is still in a 
dominant position, whereas the research on care for the aged services distribution continues to 
increase. 3. When it comes to research methods, the research methods focus on qualitative research, 
while there are few quantitative studies. With increasingly intensifying population aging in China, the 
issue of care for the aged has become a hot topic in all sectors of society. According to the statistics 
of the national bureau of statistics, in 2018, the population aged 65 or above in China was 166 million, 
increasing by around 4.8% over 2017; and the old-age dependency ratio was 16.8%, increasing by 
around 5.7% over 2017 [1]. At the same time, the family structure has presented a trend of 
miniaturization in the context of continuous economic development and deepening social 
transformation. As a traditional China’s care for the aged mode, the function of family-based care for 
the aged is gradually weakening, and it can no longer cope with the challenges brought by aging of 
population alone. The home-based care for the aged mode that relies on community has gradually 
received attention by academic circles. Advocating that the elderly can live at home and the society 
provides care services, this way not only appeals to the intention of the elderly who want to live at 
home, but also can meet their service requirements while reducing the burden on family members. 
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1. Introduction 

Western developed countries have entered the aging society earlier. Therefore, western academic 
circles have made numerous achievements in the exploration of home-based care for the aged mode. 
Therefore, many countries through long-term development have formed distinctive care for the aged 
modes, such as the American mode characterized by “health care with community services”, the 
Japanese mode “family welfare + nursing insurance”, the Singaporean mode “the public accumulation 
funds system supplemented by social participation”, etc. [2]. After decades of development, domestic 
scholars have also made some achievements in the research of home-based care for the aged mode, 
forming diversified research results. By adopting literature measurement and information 
visualization analysis, the writer uses Citespace software to sort out literature on home-based care for 
the aged research, to clarify hot topics and evolutionary patterns, and to explore the characteristics of 
domestic scholars’ home-based care for the aged research and future development trend, which 
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provides reference for analysis of the present status of theoretical research and exploration of the 
research frontiers. 

2. Research Methods and Establishment of Research Samples 

2.1 Research Methods 

Bibliometrics is a method that takes academic literature as the research object, analyzes regular 
patterns of literature in a quantitative way, and demonstrates the existing academic achievements, 
research hotspots and future trends. Common analysis tools include Paper Lens (data relation 
exploitation), Arnet Miner (expert retrieval system), TDA (Thomson data analysis) and Citespace, 
among which Citespace is most commonly used in exploring research hotspots of disciplines and 
analyzing evolutionary trends due to its clustering analysis, social network analysis and other 
functions. Citespace software is an information visualization software developed by the Java language. 
Mainly based on co-citation and path Finder, it measures literature of specific domain (set), so as to 
find out the critical path of a subject’s evolution and inflection points in knowledge of the subject. In 
addition, by drawing a series of visual maps, it shows an analysis of the potential dynamic mechanism 
of the subject evolution and the detection of the frontier of the development of disciplines [3]. 

This study adopts the bibliometric method and the visual analysis method. Firstly, the data analysis 
function (Reworks) in the CNKI database is used to transform the format of the retrieved data on 
home-based care for the aged research, which is exported to the data format recognized by Citespace. 
Secondly, on the basis of keyword co-occurrence of data and keyword clustering of LLR algorithm 
by Citespace software, a pluralistic, time-division and dynamic knowledge map of home-based care 
for the aged research is drawn. Finally, combined with high-cited literature, it analyzes the knowledge 
map of home-based care for the aged research. It displays the research hotspots and evolutionary 
paths in the field of home-based care for the aged, summarizes the characteristics of previous research, 
and points out the development trend of the research in the future. 

2.2 Selection of Analysis Samples 

In this study, in order to ensure that the original data is comprehensive, accurate and considerably 
interpretative, the thesis uses the Chinese version of China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) 
2009-2019 as the data source, and searches for “home-based care for the aged” as the key word. After 
excluding non-research documents such as literature review, meeting minutes, news reports, and 
documents that are inconsistent with the subject, and removing the duplicate records, the author 
obtains a total of 1215 valid journal articles. The deadline of retrieval is May 22, 2019, and the 
adopted version of Citespace is 5.2.R1 released on May 9, 2018. 

3. Analysis of the Overall Characteristics of Research on Home-based Care for 
the Aged Mode in China 

3.1 Annual Literature Quantity Statistics (2009-2019) 

The variation of literature quantity is an essential index of research depth and research heat. The 
annual change of literature quantity can effectively reflect the increase and decrease of research heat 
in a field. In the period selected by the author (2009-2019), the changes of literature quantity are 
illustrated in Figure 1. In general, the number of home-based cares for the aged research in China is 
on the rise, with the number of literatures increasing year by year. 

Based on the analysis of the volume of papers issued (Fig. 1), the development of home-based care 
for the aged research can be divided into three stages, namely the starting stage (2009-2011), the 
development stage (2011-2017), and the promotion stage (2017-2019). From 2009 to 2011, the 
number of papers on home-based care for the aged mode increased slightly, but the overall number 
of research literature was still small, indicating that the research was in an initial stage. From 2011 to 
2017, the volume has steadily mounted with large increases. Especially in 2011-2012, the number of 
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home-based care research for the aged grew dramatically, nearly doubled from 60 to 96. After that, 
the volume of literature on home-based care for the aged research presented a steady growth trend, 
and the average number of articles issued per year increased by around 20 articles. In 2017, the 
volume of literature reached the maximum point with 185 papers issued, indicating that the research 
has reached a certain scale and gradually stepped into the stage of consolidation. From 2017 to 2019, 
after a slight decrease in the volume of articles issued, it showed a sustained growth in 2019 with 180 
papers issued. The home-based care for the aged research continues to develop in depth of contents. 

 

 
Figure 1. The Trend of the Volume of Papers Issued about Home-based Care for the Aged in China 

(2009-2019) 

3.2 Literature Category and Source Analysis 

From the perspective of source of literature publication (Fig. 2), Renmin University of China has 
issued 47 papers, 20 papers more than that of Wuhan University (27 papers), reflecting the leading 
position of Renmin University of China in home-based care for the aged research. They are followed 
by Nanjing University (26 papers), Peking University (19 papers), Jilin University (18 papers), Xi’an 
Jiaotong University (15 papers), and Nanjing Agricultural University (15 papers) and other 
universities. This reflects that the research institutions of home-based care for the aged in China 
mainly consist of universities, while other institutions publish relatively few papers. Moreover, the 
research institutions cover a wide range of regions, and the research has received widespread attention 
from scholars all over the country. According to the distribution of research disciplines (Fig. 3), the 
current domestic research on home-based care for the aged is mainly concentrated on Sociology 
(65.19%), Public Health and Preventive Medicine (5.09%), Business Economy (4.03%), Public 
Management (3.76%), Nursing (3.17%), Political Science (2.84%), Finance (2.64%), Urban 
Economy (2.13%), Urban and Rural Planning and Municipal Administration (1.85%), etc., indicating 
that home-based care for the aged research has become a research topic with common concern of 
many disciplines. 
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Figure 2. The Distribution of the Institutions of Home-based Care for the Aged Research (2009-

2019) 

 

Figure 3. The Distribution of Disciplines of Home-based Care for the Aged Research (2009-2019) 

4. Analysis of the Research Content of Home-based Care for the Aged Mode in 
China 

As a generalization of the subject of academic papers, key words are extracted from the topic of 
academic papers, abstract and the author’s core point of view. Co-occurrence network analysis of 
literature keywords is conducive to clear analysis and presentation of research development and 
research hotspots. As a result, high-frequency keywords in the field of home-based care for the aged 
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are extracted. Based on this, the comprehensive knowledge map, keyword clustering knowledge map 
and time-division map of home-based care for the aged research are drawn, which is convenient for 
summarizing and analyzing the hotspots and evolutionary paths of home-based care for the aged 
research. 

4.1 Keyword Extraction and Word Frequency Analysis 

By using the keyword co-occurrence statistics function of Citespace software, on the basis of the 
keyword frequency statistics of the original data, we sort out the top 30 high-frequency keywords in 
the field of home-based care for the aged research (Table 1). As is seen from Table 1, words such as 
home-based care for the aged, home-based care service, aging of population, the aged, institutional 
care for the aged, home-based care for the aged in the community, aging of population, modes of 
providing for the aged, community-based care for the aged, system of elderly care service, 
combination of medicine and care, and family security are very active, which are hotspots in the field 
of home-based care for the aged research. 

 
Table 1. The Statistics of High-frequency Keywords in Literature of Home-based Care for the Aged 

(2009-2019) 
Number Key word Word frequency

1 home-based care for the aged 308 
2 home-based care services for the aged 149 
3 service for providing for the aged 134 
4 aging of population 92 
5 the aged 75 
6 institutional care for the aged 70 
7 home-based care for the aged in the community 68 
8 aging of population 66 
9 modes of providing for the aged 63 
10 community-based care for the aged 51 
11 system of elderly care service 46 
12 combination of medicine and care 45 
13 family security 43 
14 Influencing factors 32 
15 community 31 
16 rural area 30 
17 organizations of providing for the aged 25 
18 service sectors of care for the aged 24 
19 care for the aged 23 
20 forms of care for the aged 22 
21 empty-test elderly 22 
22 disabled elderly 22 
23 governmental purchase 21 
24 home-based care for the aged service in community 21 
25 the aged 20 
26 requirement 18 
27 social service system of care for the aged 18 
28 agencies of care for the aged 17 
29 community services 17 
30 willingness of pension 17 
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Figure 4. Overall Knowledge Mapping of Home-based Care for the Aged Research (2009-2019) 

 
 Using Citespace visualization software, the document keyword as the node, the year as the time 

segment, the threshold item selected as “Top N per slice”, we set the threshold by selecting the data 
of the first 30 high-frequency nodes for each time segment, and we choose “Pruning sliced networks” 
for modified algorithm. Combined with map reduction and manual adjustment, we use visual analysis 
methods to analyze the co-occurrence network of home-based care for the aged research sample 
keywords, and draw a comprehensive scientific knowledge map of the research field (Fig.4). In the 
comprehensive knowledge map, each node size indicates the frequency at which the keyword appears, 
and the connection between the nodes represents the co-occurrence relationship between the 
keywords. In the figure, each node represents a high frequency keyword. The larger the node, the 
higher the frequency of the keyword. The connection between the nodes suggests that the keyword 
appears in the same article. The thicker the line, the higher the co-occurrence frequency of the 
keywords. 

On the map (Fig. 4), the node corresponding to the home-based care for the aged is the most 
prominent, and it also has the most lines with other nodes, indicating that such keyword is the core 
research topic in the field of home-based care for the aged, which is at the core position of the 
relationship network of the field. Secondly, home-based care for the aged service, aging of population, 
services providing for the aged, institutional care for the aged, community-based care for the aged, 
home-based care for the aged in the community, service system of care for the aged, combination of 
medicine and care, etc. are also large nodes, indicating that these themes are also the focus of 
academic research in recent years. Furthermore, the nodes corresponding to the forms of care for the 
aged, social pension for the aged, home-based care for the aged service in community, long-term care, 
home-based care for the aged, community services, and smart pension are relatively small, but the 
lines with other large nodes are rather dense, which suggests that they are derived from core and hot 
spot research. Although it is not the focus of research, it is likely to become a research hotspot in the 
future. 

4.2 Textual Analysis of Research Area  

Via the clustering function of Citespace, a software which processes the keywords of the selected 
documents, seven clusters are derived (Fig. 5). These seven clusters reflect seven main categories of 
research on home-based care for the aged in China. 

Home-based care for the aged, the subject of Cluster #0, includes keywords such as care for the 
aged, community care, socialized service, smart community, and social security. This cluster mainly 
discusses the necessity of the home-based care for the aged in China, its related concepts and foreign 
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experience as reference to China. Qi Feng (2010) generalizes concepts of home-based care for the 
aged, mechanism for promoting domestic obstacles, proposes several points of constructing the urban 
support system of home-based care for the aged, and systematically explained the latest research 
results of the theory and practice of home-based care for the aged in China [4]. Gao Cun (2010) uses 
the mode of “Cherish-yearn community” as a reference, and proposes the roles of both “institution” 
and “home-based” should be combined to create a new mode of care for the aged in China [5]. By 
comparing the experience of home-based care for the aged at home and abroad, Guo Jingcheng (2010) 
proposes that the development of home-based care for the aged in China should give full 
consideration to the traditional culture of filial piety, give full play to the core role of the family, and 
rely on the improvement in public service. Chen Lina (2011) advocates to adopt various measures 
and to establish a system of care for the aged in line with China’s conditions by drawing on foreign 
experiences [6]. 

The aged, namely the subject of Cluster #1, includes keywords such as requirement, requirement 
for providing for the aged, service system of home-based care for the aged, home-based care for the 
aged in the community, nursing, and disabled eldeely. It mainly focuses on the requirement of the 
aged for care services, and it explores the related issues of providing for the aged in various modes 
on this basis. Wei Yunbo (2010) analyzes the willingness and influencing factors of care for the aged 
in urban and rural areas of Guiyang city, and proposes that institutional care should be developed as 
supplement home-based care, so that the aged without home-based care at home due to some reasons 
can be provided for [7]. Yang Cuiying and others (2010) put forward that the development direction 
of China’s retirement pension system should be adjusted along with the “double aging” of the 
population. Besides, a pluralistic care for the aged service system led by the government, with social 
hosting and private participation, should be established [8]. Yang Yazhe(2011) analyzes the 
advantages and disadvantages of family-based care for the aged, institutional care for the aged and 
home-based care for the aged in China according to changes of demographic structure, and proposes 
to integrate home-based services into the care for the aged service, so as to achieve the goal of giving 
priority to meeting the major needs of the elderly and ensuring the quality of their life [9]. Mu 
Guangzong (2012) analyzes the predicament of institutional care for the aged in China, and puts 
forward five strategies to resolve it, that is, to set up an idea for institutional care that pays equal 
attention to the health and quality of living of the aged. He also advocates specialization, 
standardization, and professionalization of are the prospects of institutional support for the aged. The 
government should encourage diversified investment, expand the scale of institutional care for the 
aged, develop flagship enterprises, and extend the related industry chain [10]. 

Home-based service system for the aged, the subject of Cluster #2, includes keywords such as 
social service system of care for the aged, service sectors of care for the aged, finance, organizations 
of care for the aged, and social supports for the aged. It mainly puts forward suggestions on the 
establishment of China’s service system for the aged from various angles. Based on the analysis of 
the demand for care for the aged services in the city and the old-age care institutions in Luoyang, Li 
Wenjun (2011) proposes that we should strive to develop home-based service system for the aged, 
establish a support system of the home-based care for the aged in the community, and build a sound 
community care service system for the aged [11]. The UNDP research group (2012) starts with the 
research on fiscal and taxation policies, studies the current development of China’s care system for 
the aged and its fiscal and taxation policies, and puts forward preliminary suggestions for key policies 
to promote the development of China’s old-age care service [12]. 

Service for the aged, the subject of Cluster #3, includes keywords such as home-based care for the 
aged mode, modes of care for the aged, service objects, facilities for care for the aged, and service 
areas. It focuses on the provision, contents, objects, facilities and areas of service for the aged, and 
makes a detailed exposition of the various provision modes of providing for the aged in China. Zuo 
Huanchen (2012) systematically elaborates the provision modes of home-based care for the aged, 
community-based care and institutional care, and advocates the construction of a pyramid-shaped 
care pattern for the aged, i.e. the bottom is for the majority of the elderly who receive on-site care, 
the middle is for those who enjoy day-care services, and the top is for the minority of those who enter 
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the nursing institution for the aged [13]. Mu Guangzong (2012) is convinced that the home-based 
care for the aged in our country is actually a mode of social support. Based on the mode of 
community-based care in the United States, he proposes that the service system of home-based care 
for the aged in China should rely on the community, and it should focus on improving the community 
support of home-based care for the aged and increasing the supply of community resources for that 
[14]. 

The elderly, the subject of Cluster #4, includes keywords such as department of civil affairs, 
service stations, socialization of care for the aged, aging of population, free service, house for the 
elderly, and welfare of providing for the aged. It mainly analyzes the guarantee forms and measures 
for the life of the elderly from various perspectives. On the basis of traditional economic guarantee, 
it pays more attention to the satisfaction with the quality of life and living conditions of the elderly. 
Hao Fuqing (2010) proposes that there are huge social needs for the old-age care services which 
contain daily care, nursing and rehabilitation and emotional supports with the help of community 
services and professional old-age care institutions [15]. 

Combination of medicine and care, the subject of Cluster #5, includes keywords such as aging, 
Andersen Behavior Model, application, big data, influence, and information technology. It mainly 
explores the combination of “medical care” and “old-age care” faced with the aging of population 
under the help of technical support, and constructs a new system of such combination. Zhang Liya 
(2014) discusses the attempt on the intelligent old-age care mode in many areas in China, and 
advocates that in order to give full play to the role of science and technology in helping the elderly, 
the government should not only ensure that the policy really goes into effect, but also strengthen the 
promotion of high-class intelligent care for the aged service projects, promote the informatization and 
the scientific and technological innovation of elder care service, and improve the specialization and 
industrialization of this sector [16]. Wang Xia and others (2015) discuss the necessity, feasibility and 
difficulties of establishing a home-based care mode which combines medicine and care from various 
aspects, and advocates the strategy of establishing such mode from four aspects: broadening the 
sources of financing, attracting and retaining the talents, establishing a supervision and evaluation 
mechanism, and gradually piloting [17]. 

Home-based care for the aged in community, the subject of Cluster #6, includes keywords such as 
service supports, long-term nursing, modes of supplement, intelligent home-based service for the 
aged, requirements for service, and system construction. It focuses on the role of community in home-
based care for the aged mode, aiming to build a mode with multiple angles and levels involving 
community’s participation. Zhang Qilin (2012) believes that to develop the home-based care for the 
aged mode in the community, the government should seize the opportunity for building a universal 
social security system, make full use of various resource advantages in the process of construction 
and integration, highlight the leading role of the community on the basis of reasonable sharing of 
responsibilities, and meet a variety of needs of the elderly at utmost [18]. 

 

 
 Figure 5. The Mapping of Keywords in Home-based Care for the Aged Research (2009-2019) 
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Table 2. The Labels of Clusters of Home-based Care for the Aged Research (2009-2019) 
Cluster 

No, 
Number of 
Documents 

Centrality 
Degree 

Average 
Date 

Contents 

#0 38 0.365 2012 
Home-based care for the aged: community, providing 

for the aged, community care, socialized service, 
intelligent community, social security, public service.

#1 33 0.567 2012 

The aged: requirement, requirement for care for the 
aged, service system of home-based care for the 

aged, home-based care for the aged in the 
community, nursing, disabled elders. 

#2 30 0.684 2012 

home-based care for the aged service system: social 
service system of care for the aged, service sectors of 
care for the aged, finance, organizations of care for 

the aged, social supports for the aged. 

#3 26 0.57 2011 

Service for care for the aged: home-based care for 
the aged mode, modes of providing for the aged, 
service objects, facilities for care for the aged, 

service areas. 

#4 16 0.714 2009 

The elderly: Department of Civil Affairs, service 
stations, socialization of care for the aged, aging of 

population, free service, house for the elderly, 
welfare of providing for the aged. 

#5 14 0.605 2016 
Combination of medicine and care: aging, Andersen 

Behavior Model, application, big data, influence, 
information technology. 

#6 14 0.851 2013 

Home-based care for the aged in community: service 
supports, long-term nursing, modes of supplement, 

intelligent home-based service for the aged, 
requirements for service, system construction. 

4.3 Research Evolutionary Process Analysis 

Based on the knowledge map of the evolutionary path of the home-based pension research (Fig. 
6), the hot words which are used frequently and the seven clusters categorized by the clustering 
function, the trait of development history of home-based care for the aged research can be illustrated. 
By studying the frequently-cited literature combined with the knowledge map, the development of 
home-based care research in the time period of 2009-2019 can be subdivided into three stages by 
assigning 2010 and 2016 as separating nodes. 

The first stage, namely the stage of knowledge exploration (2009-2010) 
At this stage, the academic research on home-based care for the aged focuses on the necessity, 

definition, and the comparison between family security and home-based care for the aged. As can be 
perceived from Figure 6, the keywords of this period included aging of population, the aged, family 
security, care for the aged services, and home-based care for the aged. Consequently, it can be inferred 
that the academic study during this period, came into being due to the fact that the traditional ways 
of providing care, such as family-based care for the aged, could not adapt to the change of population 
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structure under the background of aging of population. The study focused on the home-based care for 
the aged, a preliminary theoretical exploration of the pension mode that is different from family-based 
care for the aged. 

The second stage, namely the mode exploration stage (2010-2016) 
As can be seen from Figure 6, during the period from 2010 to 2016, the academic research on 

home-based care for the aged has shifted from previous theoretical exploration to the exploration of 
its specific mode. The key words of the literature during this period included community care, home-
based care for the aged mode, pension industry, social care for the aged, social care for the aged 
service system, pension intention and demand, etc. During this period, the amount of literature 
increased dramatically. In addition, it presented a polybasic research direction. On the basis of 
theoretical exploration, the research focuses on exploring the mode of home-based care for the aged 
from different perspectives, such as the government responsibility, care for the aged facilities, service 
rations, etc. Among which, there were some direct exploration of domestic modes and some ideas for 
reference of foreign experience. However, in general, from 2010 to 2016, home-based care for the 
aged research focused on mode exploration, aiming to build a mode suitable for China’s national 
conditions. 

The third stage, namely the in-depth research stage (2016-2019) 
It can be clearly seen from Figure 6 that the research on home-based care for the aged in this period 

tends to be more decentralized and diversified. Key words include smart community, smart care, 
long-term care, service demand, community care, smart home-based care, mutual care, etc. Therefore, 
it can be inferred that the research on home-based care for the aged in this period has further deepened. 
On the one hand, it emphasized the application of advanced technologies and means to meet the needs 
of care for the aged with high quality on the basis of the construction mode. On the other hand, it paid 
attention to other new emerging ways of providing for the aged, such as mutual care, etc. 

5. Literature Review on Home-based Care for the Aged in China 

5.1  Conclusion and Deficiency 

 
Figure 6. The Mapping of Time Divisions of Home-based Care for the Aged Research (2009-2019) 

5.1.1 Conclusion 

Based on the literature review of the domestic research on the mode of home-based care for the 
aged from 2009 to 2019, it can be seen that, in general, the domestic research on home-based care for 
the aged has rapidly developed and achieved remarkable results. Not only does the number of 
documents published increase steadily, but the research direction also becomes diversified and 
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pluralistic. Through studying the literature and analyzing the map of scientific knowledge, the thesis 
summarizes following characteristics in domestic research home-based care for the aged in the past 
ten years: 

1) In terms of research content, while the research on the mode of home-based care for the aged is 
still in the leading position, attention to the mode of distributing care service for the age is rising. 

Generalized from the literature, it is found that the research on home-based care for the aged in the 
domestic academic circles has gone through the course of development from the basic theoretical 
section such as giving definitions of the mode research and finally to the more decentralized research 
on home-based care for the aged. However, on the whole, the domestic research on home-based care 
for the aged focuses on the qualitative research of the mode, including drawing on the experience of 
home-based care for the aged mode at abroad, and analyzing the necessity and the specific core 
(service objects, mode of service distribution, etc.) of that in China. However, there is a lack of 
research on the feasibility of home-based care for the aged, that is, the feasibility analysis of domestic 
home-based care for the aged mode which is put forward under the necessity of home-based care for 
the aged according to the reality of China’s community, the elderly being served and the government 
(its economic conditions, resource allocation, etc.), and on this basis, the role of each subject in the 
home-based care for the aged mode should be clarified. For instance, many scholars mention that “to 
construct the model of home-based care for the aged relying on the community”, but they don’t make 
clear how the community participates in the home-based care for the aged mode, and what economic 
responsibilities and resource supply responsibilities the community should assume in the mode, which 
is not conducive to the construction of the home-based care for the aged mode in practice. 

2) Research methods focus more on qualitative research than on quantitative research. 
From the perspective of research methods, qualitative research is still the main method of home-

based care for the aged research at home, which is relatively single. According to the literature, the 
domestic academic world has made a detailed explanation of the concept and mode of home-based 
care for the aged from the theoretical level through qualitative research from 2009 to 2019, greatly 
enriching the theoretical results of home-based care for the aged at home.  

However, as a beneficial supplement and replacement to the traditional mode of family-based care 
for the aged in China with the aging of population, the significance of home-based care for the aged 
research lies in practice, that is, to solve domestic problems of care for the aged in reality with the 
help of it. After nearly 20 years’ development in China, home-based care for the aged has made 
progress in many cities and the home-based care for the aged mode has been established in line with 
economic and social characteristics under the actual conditions in various regions. However, the 
current domestic qualitative research is limited to the level of exploring the mode, which lacks of 
research on the established home-based care for the aged mode and quantitative research to evaluate 
the effect of the existing home-based care for the aged mode, thus less experience can be referred to 
the later establishment of the home-based care for the aged mode from the practical level. 

5.1.2 Deficiency 

The deficiency of this research lies in the following aspects: 
Firstly, the CNKI database is selected as the sample of literature, which does not completely 

include literature about home-based care for the aged in from 2009 to 2019, and it is likely to exclude 
some highly cited literature, thus leading to inaccurate interpretation of literature research’s focus and 
incomplete generalization of clustering sets’ contents. 

Secondly, there are a large number of problems related to home-based care for the aged in the 
selected period (2009-2019), and it is difficult to screen a number of documents and to locate high-
class documents. Therefore, the reading of documents is limited, and part of interpretation of 
visualized maps may be incomplete and inaccurate. 

5.2 Research Prospect 

According to literature review, atlas analysis and hot spot induction, it is found that home-based 
care for the aged research should pay attention to following aspects in the future: 
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First of all, as for research institutions, more universities, research institutions and government 
departments should be involved. Home-based care for the aged is a research topic of great practical 
significance, thus its researchers should not be confined to the university. For universities, there 
should also be more extensive participation of scholars from different regions and disciplines. For 
other institutions, such as scientific research institutions and government departments, the research 
on home-based care for the aged is of more practical significance, that is, to promote the construction 
of the home-based care for the aged mode in reality and the further application of home-based care 
for the aged through such research, to truly meet the needs of the elderly, thus establishing a mature 
system of providing for the aged with multiple levels. 

Secondly, in terms of research methods, under the current situation of mainly adopting qualitative 
research, more scholars should use quantitative research method to explore the relevant issues of 
home-based care for the aged, for it makes quantitative analysis through mathematical tools which 
can not only effectively make up for the deficiency of qualitative research and supplement theory 
with intuitive mathematical models, but can measure the practical effect of the existing home-based 
care for the aged mode, supporting the its development as well. 

Furthermore, in terms of content, in-depth research of evaluating the effect of the existing home-
based care for the aged mode should be carried out. According to the literature and visualization 
knowledge map, the focus of academic research is still on the theoretical research of home-based care 
for the aged and related concepts. With the establishment and continuous development of the home-
based care for the aged mode in practice, the problems of the established mode are gradually exposed, 
which requires the academic world to evaluate it, summarize its effect and problems, and to provide 
experience and reference in line with national conditions for the further development and promotion 
of the home-based care for the aged mode. 

At the same time, in terms of content, the research on the role of the government in home-based 
care for the aged needs strengthening. Care for the aged is not only an individual issue, but also an 
overall one that needs to be solved by society and even the country. The government’s participation 
and support are of great significance to both traditional family-based care for the aged and the home-
based care for the aged. Based on the existing research, it is necessary to clarify the government’s 
role in the home-based care for the aged and how the government provides support to solve the 
problems of resources, funds, talents and so on in construction. 

Finally, in terms of content, attention should be paid to the integrated and systematic study of the 
home-based care for the aged. It is not only a mode of providing for the aged for it involves funds, 
resources, service objects, service providers and other aspects. At present, the research areas are 
relatively scattered. If the research on home-based care for the aged from different perspectives 
cannot be organically integrated, its significance to practice will be very limited. Therefore, in the 
future, the academic world should attach more importance to the systematisms of home-based care 
for the aged research, integrating research system form various perspectives. 
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