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Abstract—The article is devoted to the problems of art 

pedagogy in the modern system of standardization of 

education. It is possible to overcome its formalization and 

"drying up" of educational process on the way of formation of 

the holistic personality only in the conditions of a polyphonic 

educational environment and the active introduction of art 

technologies. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The teaching of art in the Russian school system today is 
on the periphery of the educational process — despite the 
enormous teaching potential. Art pedagogy as a new 
direction in student education can change that situation, and 
in the modern era all the prerequisites are in place for its 
active implementation. 

Disputes about the need for the reform of student 
education in Russia have not ceased for decades, and 
approaches to learning change at times within one student 
life. Rapidly transforming the practice of the educational 
process, the technological revolution has been making its 
contribution, with its total penetration of information 
technologies. 

In these conditions, art pedagogy is seen as one of the 
most topical areas of modern pedagogical science - as a 
means to compensate for the growing standardization and 
"technocratization" of education, to educate a personality 
with broad views and aesthetic taste, to make the student the 
center of change. At the same time, right now, all the 
conditions are present for the active introduction of art 
pedagogy in the educational process. 

II. NO SINGING, NO PAINTING: CREATIVE SUBJECTS IN A 

MODERN SCHOOL 

In ancient times, the great thinkers Aristotle, Democritus, 
Pythagoras, and Plato defined art as the source of the 
formation of harmony and order, not only in the whole 
universe, but also in the human soul. The pedagogical 
possibilities of art have been explored in the writing of J.A. 
Comenius, J.H. Pestalozzi, V.A. Sukhomlinsky, L.N. Tolstoy, 
K.D. Ushinsky, and others [1]. 

Art decisively influences the formation of an individual's 
personality, above all, in the emotional sphere. But not only 
there: art enriches cognitive activity and shortens the time to 
acquire knowledge, skills and abilities. In addition, art 
provides an opportunity to develop one’s own system of 
values and to understand one’s place in society. In general, 
the impact of art is directed towards the socialization of the 
individual [2]. 

There is evidence that in the system of student education 
in Russia the need for the artistic cultivation of the child and 
the development of his creative abilities has always been 
taken into account. The federal component of the current 
state standard of primary and basic general education (2004) 
includes art and music as compulsory subjects. In fact, their 
teaching is carried out through the 7th or 8th grade, in some 
cases giving rise to the subject of World Art Culture (WAC). 

However, despite its longstanding presence in the 
curriculum, art has been taught in the schools at “bare 
minimum” levels. Lessons are perceived by children as 
unnecessary and unimportant. Many parents, being not 
sufficiently involved in art, would willingly replace these 
items with something "more necessary" for the child to 
become "competitive in the market." The optional nature and 
"second-rate" quality of art subjects is emphasized by the 
lack of graded evaluation. The current direction of state 
educational policy toward the gradual reduction of the 
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artistic curriculum in public schools is further evidence of 
the low perceived value of art education. 

Thus, in the context of the prevailing attitude toward 
artistic culture, the arts curriculum of school disciplines does 
not receive a respectful attitude and naturally appears at the 
lowest tier: the status of art teachers, the time devoted to art 
curriculum, the funding of arts equipment, the actual (not 
nominal) presence in each school, and the attitude toward all 
participants and leaders of the art educational process [3]. 

III. ART PEDAGOGY: A RETURN TO PERSONALITY 

To change the attitude toward the subjects of the artistic 
curriculum, to make art an important tool of modern 
education, one can introduce into the broad practice of 
student education an innovative pedagogical technology that 
is now in Russia only in its formative stage — art pedagogy, 
an independent branch of pedagogical science that studies 
the laws of the upbringing and development of personality 
by means of art. 

In modern conditions, the transition to art pedagogy is of 
particular relevance. The general movement toward the 
standardization, formalization, and "desiccation" of 
education, and the creating of certain algorithms and 
templates is observed already in primary schools. However, 
the system of state educational standards, with all its obvious 
advantages, has its weak points: there is almost no room for a 
broad, "excessive" creative approach. Anything that goes 
beyond the standard, a certain set of necessary knowledge 
and competencies, is often not given attention by teachers. 
Meanwhile, the upbringing and education of a fully 
developed personality is possible only in conditions of a 
polyphonic educational environment, an abundance of ways 
and means of teaching, and a multidirectional creative 
process, which includes not only teachers and tutors, but also 
the students themselves. 

The introduction of art pedagogy into the educational 
process is one of the ways to create such an environment. Art 
as a means of self-exploration and creative development is 
indispensable in the upbringing of a modern student. The 
essence of art pedagogy is the integration of art, pedagogy, 
educational psychology, training, development, and support 
for a growing personality. At the same time, art becomes a 
kind of intermediary, which provides psychological 
conditions for perception, comprehension, and consolidation 
of pedagogical content. 

It is worth emphasizing that the tasks and functions of art 
pedagogy go far beyond the existing programs of artistic 
education: its goal is not to teach a child, for example, 
drawing or the basics of musical literacy, but to develop the 
child’s abilities for self-expression, self-knowledge, and the 
acquisition of communication skills. 

At the same time, art pedagogy helps one to study art 
itself, to learn its history and theory, and to master practical 
skills of artistic communication (the artistic perception and 
experience of painting, literature, and music), practical 
abilities which take advantage of the powerful educational 
and aesthetic development potential of artwork, artistic and 

creative activity and research competencies. Art pedagogy 
helps develop children's imagination, attention, and creative 
thinking, as well as the abilities to freely express their 
feelings and moods, and to work as members of a team. 

According to N.Y. Sergeyeva who engaged in the study 
of this area of pedagogy, "the subject of art pedagogy in 
general form can be defined as the formation of a person 
through art and artistic activity in the educational space". [4] 

A.A. Melik-Pashayev is convinced that "in a society 
claiming for a certain level of spirituality and culture, every 
person should receive the foundation of artistic development, 
and nowhere else, except in the public school, is it possible 
to ensure this. A full-fledged artistic education preserves the 
integrity of the child's personal development. Therefore, the 
concern of the masters of artistic culture should not only be a 
special education (musical, theatrical, artistic, visual, literary, 
etc.), but primarily general art education. It is upon this 
transformation that the status of the artist in Russia depends, 
as does the very existence of a high national culture, which is 
now under obvious threat "[3]. 

IV. TIME FOR CHANGE: NEW OPPORTUNITIES 

Meanwhile, today the opportunities to get a general art 
education and to introduce art pedagogy into the practice of 
student education are wider than ever. At the disposal of the 
teacher in the digital age are countless artistic resources, 
including collections of world masterpieces of painting and 
literature, great theatrical performances and masterpieces of 
world cinema, as well as the musical works of world 
composers in various versions. 

The modern teacher does not need to have an 
encyclopedic memory (a trait that unfortunately only a small 
percentage of people possess); every person today at any 
given moment has access to all the artistic heritage of the 
world thanks to the Internet. 

At school, this world network becomes a convenient tool 
for obtaining knowledge, and in a multimedia form that 
allows you to convey information to the student in the most 
visual way. At the same time, a very fast response to any 
query is possible, and thanks to the interactive nature of 
digital sources, the students experience the effect of presence, 
co-creation, and personal involvement in masterpieces and 
samples of classical culture. 

It is important that this virtual wealth is adequately 
supplemented with material means. For example, in drawing 
classes, students can work with a huge variety of art 
materials, creating for themselves in various techniques. 
Primary school students of one Krasnoyarsk Central District 
public school created works in the impressionistic and 
Fauvist styles, drew with pastels on special paper, and 
created scratchboard engravings and so on. 

Here it emphasizes once again that the art pedagogical 
approach is acceptable not only in teaching subjects of the 
artistic cycle; it goes beyond traditional teaching, using a 
broad global-culture context even in teaching mathematics, 
biology, chemistry, Russian language and other disciplines. 
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Another feature of present times, which creates 
opportunities for the development of art pedagogy, is the 
flourishing of museums and exhibition grounds, which is 
also taking place in Krasnoyarsk. Today in the city there are 
dozens of places open for conducting lessons in any subject 
of the school curriculum: the Museum of Local Lore and its 
branches (including the G.V. Yudin Library), the V.I. 
Surikov Art Museum, the new Museum of Railway History, 
the P.A. Krasikov House Museum, and many others, which 
not only regularly update their expositions, but also have 
their own set of educational and informative programs. 
Lessons in a museum or library are a very effective format 
for teaching students, and individual teachers utilize these 
resources, which promotes the art pedagogical movement in 
their subject. 

It should not be forgetten that even without taking into 
account the current situation, Russian psycho-pedagogical 
science and practice have theoretical developments, 
methodological achievements and world-class educational 
programs. 

Against this background of using modern multimedia 
technologies or museum teaching, classical methods (for 
example, problem-dialog training) achieve their maximum 
effect. Dialogue implies the search for joint solutions, and 
not just the exchange of information, and with such 
communication all subjects are active: both the teacher and 
the students, which are harmonious with one of the main 
principles of online learning - interactivity. In problem-
dialogue learning, the student's sensory-emotional and 
spiritual sphere develops rapidly; his ethical and aesthetic 
values are formed. 

Summarizing, we note that the pedagogy of art, while 
having a rich potential for successfully solving the problems 
of artistic education, is still inadequately used and has, for 
several reasons, only a spontaneous and episodic presence in 
today’s educational system. Of these reasons, the main ones 
are: a frank misunderstanding of the value and possibilities 
of art education; the short time allocated for teaching of the 
artistic curriculum; the poor content of this curriculum, 
which is not fully relevant to current times. 

Among these reasons is insufficient training of teachers 
for the work of creative innovation. This situation can be 
corrected by the purposeful training of pedagogical 
personnel, both in the main course of higher education and in 
the masters programs in the field of art pedagogy. 
Summarizing, we note that the pedagogy of art

1
, while 

having a rich potential for successfully solving the problems 
of artistic education, is still inadequately used and has, for 
several reasons, only a spontaneous and episodic presence in 
today’s educational system.  

                                                           
1  Read more about this in the following papers: [4] [5] [6] [7] [8]. 

V. COMPETENCE WITHOUT BORDERS: ART PEDAGOGY 

IN THE UNIVERSITY 

Teaching the basics of art pedagogy makes its demands 
on the pedagogical college and requires special training of 
the faculty and training base. 

One of the most important conditions for the formation of 
the creative pedagogical position of the teacher is the 
creation of an art environment. It should be formed with the 
help of culturally-intensive technologies and a variety of 
quality tools of various disciplines, both in the humanities 
and in the natural sciences. 

The creative component of the process of preparing the 
future teacher must be strengthened — in the art pedagogical 
approach, he must not only transfer his knowledge and skills 
to the student, but also develop his creative individuality: in 
the broad sense, art pedagogy treats the student as a person 
striving for self-realization. In addition, the teacher needs a 
special, non-standard psychological willingness to work with 
students. Therefore, the art pedagogical approach 
presupposes a good knowledge of psychology. In this regard, 
there is a need to review and change the content of 
pedagogical and psychological disciplines, studied both in 
the university by future teachers and in the system of 
advanced training and retraining of teaching staff. 

However, it is difficult to name the competence that can 
be formed without benefit from art pedagogical 
accompaniment and is therefore not required for a modern 
teacher of art pedagogy. He should be able to improvise, to 
seek new approaches, to change stereotypes, to speak with 
oratorical skill, and to know the basics of pedagogical 
creativity, drama, and theatrical pedagogy. It is beneficial to 
have the skills of a director, musician, and choreographer, 
and in addition to professional requirements to possess high 
intelligence, developed thinking and memory. After all, art 
pedagogy is an appeal to the inner world of the student, 
calling for the development of individuality, creativity, and 
self-education and relying upon the self-development of both 
the student and the teacher. In the educational realm, this is a 
"dialogue on an equal footing". 

Art pedagogy, which allows one to acquire 
fundamentally new competencies for working in the school, 
can be taught as a separate independent discipline in 
pedagogical and psychological-pedagogical bachelor's and 
master's programs, as well as in the realization of other 
master's programs. 

The training of teachers through the master's program is 
focused on scientific and pedagogical activities in different 
types of educational institutions. Currently, the Art 
Pedagogics Master's program is offered in the Astafyev 
Krasnoyarsk State Pedagogical University. The goal of this 
program is the fundamental scientific and practical training 
of masters in the field of art pedagogy, possessing theoretical 
and applied knowledge, ensuring their competitiveness in 
professional activity. The Art Pedagogics Master's program 
is aimed at the preparation of competent, highly qualified 
specialists in the field of art pedagogy, professional training 
of masters for art-pedagogical activity in various social 
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spheres and types of organizations: pedagogical, 
methodological and research. The program provides for 5 
semesters. The final semester is completed by the 
certification process, which includes a comprehensive state 
examination and the defense of the master's thesis (in the 
form of a research project based on the organization where 
the undergraduate is employed). This program will help the 
graduate immediately after employment to begin work using 
the modern methodology which is in high demand, allowing 
him to reveal his own potential as a young teacher and to 
nurture the creative awakening of the students, quickly 
achieving outstanding results. 

To see a World in a Grain of Sand 

And a Heaven in a Wild Flower, 

Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand  

And Eternity in an hour. 

These famous lines from William Blake, in our view, 
characterize the level of perception of the world in children 
who are trained in art pedagogical techniques. The education 
of a fully developed person with broad views is the goal of 
any school, regardless of place and time, and the task of the 
pedagogical university is to train teachers who will provide 
education, however grand it may sound, for a new 
"Renaissance man". 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Thus, in modern conditions, the transition to art 
pedagogy is of particular relevance. The essence of art 
pedagogy is the integration of art, pedagogy, psychology for 
education, training, development, support of a growing 
personality. At the same time, art becomes a kind of 
mediator, providing psychological and pedagogical 
conditions of perception, understanding, and consolidation of 
pedagogical content. Art pedagogy has rich potential for the 
successful solution of problems of art education, which is 
still underused, has a spontaneous and episodic nature for a 
number of reasons. The main ones are a misunderstanding of 
the value and opportunities of art education; the short time 
allotted for teaching the art cycle; the poor and not quite 
corresponding to the specifics of the time subject content of 
this cycle. These reasons also include the lack of training of 
teachers and educators for creative innovative work.  

The applied educational art technologies provide 
realization of individual opportunities of students, allow 
revealing creative potential, to increase the level of the 
subject and professional readiness, promote the formation of 
the general culture of the personality. In general, the 
possibilities of art pedagogy in the educational space are 
great; they are means of self-development, self-actualization 
and self-expression. 
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