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Abstract—The article considers the problem of forming and
functioning of the Russian system of online learning in
educational and socio-cultural aspects. The tasks of developing
the online learning system in conjunction with the interests of
the main subjects of the social demand for the development of
digital learning environment are analyzed. Socio-cultural
dimension of the problem is revealed through the analysis of
online learning as an element of the mechanisms of
socialization, social and cultural integration. The importance
of the practices of online education for dewveloping the
horizontal social ties and forming the educational programs
participants’ attitudes to cooperation is considered.
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l. INTRODUCTION

The development of online learning system is considered
in the modern Russian society as an important task of
educational and social policy. This task is actual, first and
foremost, due to the innovative potential of online learning
as a component of the formal education system, changing the
educational process in both organizational and paradigmatic
- the subject-subject interaction - aspects. But the online
learning system involves the interaction of institutionalized
elements of formal education and diverse practices of
informal educational activities, which together offers
opportunities to use technologies of online learning for
solving many tasks of social development, in the processes
of socialization and re-socialization of large numbers of
people, in transgenerational interaction, etc.

The purpose of the article is to examine the problems of
development of Russian online learning system in
educational and socio- cultural aspects. The article analyzes
the social demand for the system of online learning as an
element of formal education, shows the social relevance of
e-learning. It will also consider the potential of online
learning system in the development of processes of social
and cultural integration, emphasize the importance of
principles of the online learning environment for developing
students' social skills of cooperation and collaboration.

II.  THE DEVELOPMENT OF ONLINE LEARNING SYSTEM
AS A GOAL OF EDUCATIONAL PoLicy

The development of online learning as an element of the
Russian educational environment can be productively
considered as a response to certain social needs, as a social
demand, the subjects of which are the state and various
institutions, organizations, communities, and private
individuals interested in the development of e-education
system. Public interest in the development of the system of
e-learning is due to understanding of the potential
capabilities of this system both in realizing the objectives of
educational policies and in resolving a wide range of social
problems. In the educational aspect the effective online
learning system can be a factor in improving the quality and
relevance of Russian education, a condition of integrating the
domestic practices of online learning in the international
educational space, providing the availability of Russian
education in the country and abroad. The new vistas of the
use of online learning are opened up when analyzing the
potential of the system in relation to the problems of
preservation and development of the human potential of the
country - training the personnel reserve of enterprises and
organizations, fostering an entrepreneurial culture and
developing an economic literacy of the population, retraining
the people in a situation of unemployment or of changes in
the structure of employment. It is no coincidence that the
creation of conditions for systematic increasing the quality
and expanding the opportunities of continuing education for
all categories of citizens is identified as an objective in the
priority project "Modern digital educational environment in
the Russian Federation”, defining the tasks of e-learning
development [1].

The phased development of the system stipulates: further
formation of digital educational content - online courses,
interactive game resources and simulators, online resources
of tournaments and competitions; involvement of leading
specialists in development of training programs for all levels
of education; establishment of a system for assessing the
quality of online courses; development of normative legal
acts regulating the classification of the results of e-learning
within the framework of basic educational programs. The
solution of the mentioned problems must result in
minimizing the risks of online learning, ensuring the
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effectiveness of the mixed forms of education, increasing the
number of participants of e-learning among all categories of
the population.

The implementation of the priority project involves the
active functioning of national online learning platforms. But
besides it is assumed to promote the cooperation with the
global platforms of open education, "transfer of the global
best developments and practices in the field of online
learning” and “inclusion of online courses implemented on
the global platforms of open education in the created
mechanisms of classification of learning results outcomes"[1.
P.14]. This approach reflects the modern situation in
education when the development of national educational
systems occurs in connection with the formation of world
educational space and involves the use of experience of the
most significant transformations of foreign educational
systems. In the modemn studies this phenomenon - "the
implantation of elements of foreign educational systems in
the national education system™ — is signified by the concept
of "educational hybridization" [2. P.12]. The state plays a
crucial role in determining the direction of educational
hybridization, and the goal of hybridization (as a creation of
a balanced hybrid of domestic and foreign experience) is to
increase the stability of the system under the conditions of
more complex functioning.

It is important to note the increasing trend of choosing
different forms of e-learning by Russian youth. This trend
should be considered not only as a demand, but also as a
challenge to the traditional education system, as it indicates a
change in the educational needs of the most mass category of
education subjects. In most cases, this choice is "voluntary",
because the high skills of using electronic tools make
formats of e-learning not only comfortable, but also
attractive to young people [3]. Many motivated students have
interest in e-learning which is also associated with the
pursuance of developing the individual educational trajectory,
with the possibilities of virtual academic mobility and
concurrent learning in different educational programs,
commitment to getting the educational product of high
quality.

But there are reasons of a forced, "involuntary" choice of
online learning by the youth, which actualize the problem of
its development. So, disparities in economic and territorial
development of Russian regions can severely limit
opportunities for young people to obtain full-time education
in the leading universities of the country. Note also the
transformation of students as a social group associated with
the forced labor employment of full-time students and
making blended and distributed learning attractive. The
choice in favor of online learning may be also due to the
difficulty of obtaining full-time education by persons with
disabilities.

There is every reason to believe that the interest of young
people in various forms of e-learning in the formal education
system will increase. Moreover, in the near future, the
representatives of the people, for whom virtual
communication and learning environment have become an
integral part of everyday practice, will become independent
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subjects of the social demand for education. Now this
generation is in their teens, but in the short term, today's
students will be autonomous social agents and their
preferences regarding the use of electronic online forms and
methods of education can be predicted with a high degree of
confidence.

Social demand in the development of online educational
practices also exists on the part of the educational institutions.
The subjects of education of middle rank are the customers
in relation to standard online programs for school children
and also motivational online courses aimed at early
vocational guidance of pupils and the satisfaction of
cognitive interests of gifted children. In this sphere the
interests of schools, pupils and their parents intersect.
Teachers themselves actively participate in various online
programs - with the aim of improving the substantive skills
and developing the skills of work in the electronic
environment, which are essential for interaction with modern
schoolchildren who are significantly ahead of teachers in
terms of the performance level of the e-learning technology

(41

The institutions of higher education are also interested in
the effective functioning of the Russian online learning
system [5]. The virtual extension of the educational space is
one of the key elements of the institutional strategy of
modern universities. It creates additional opportunities to
increase the number of students who solve the problems of
the academic mobility, to promote international cooperation
in the field of higher education, to implement the programs
of further education. In addition, the participation in the
development of online learning systems is the
implementation of the expert function and the "third
mission" of universities related to the knowledge transfer.

The constant growth of the number of participants of
online learning programs indicates that e-education is
regarded by our society as a promising kind of educational
activity allowing to achieve the goal of different scale and
character. The variety and flexibility of learning formats, the
availability of online educational products determine the
relevance of this kind of education for society. The timely
response to this social demand, which simultaneously is a
challenge for the traditional system of education, is one of
the priorities of Russian educational policy.

I1l.  ONLINE LEARNING IN THE PROCESSES OF SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL INTEGRATION

As online learning is becoming an increasingly
noticeable segment of the education system, it is important to
understand what function is performed by this type of
educational practices in the processes of socialization. In this
aspect the effectiveness of online learning must be
determined by the extent to which the most important for the
society results of education are achieved by online learning:
forming a certain type of subject of social action, providing
the social integration, forming the cultural identity. The
practices of online learning have greater integrative and
socializing potential, despite the fact that they do not provide
the traditional "live™ forms of socialization. This potential is
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due to both the content of educational online products and
the characteristics of the organization of online learning
practices.

The content of e-learning platforms meets the needs of
the subjects of education at different levels, in terms of
volume and diversity of information exceeds the possibilities
of any form of full-time study and in this sense creates the
conditions for socialization and for formation of social
competencies through the subject content. In addition, the
content of the online programs may be very important in the
aspect of social interaction problematics, the study of which
is facilitated precisely by distancing program participants
from each other. In these cases, online learning can
complement other types of education and strengthen the
socializing effects of the education system as a whole. Thus,
the problem of gender identity is relevant not only for gender
fluid individuals or groups but also for the society as a whole,
because the social pressure often arises around this problem.
The formation of a tolerant perception of the gender choice
as a social competence can be done through online learning
for a wide range of people of different ages and social
statuses, and in the mode of relative privacy, which is often
impossible offline.

The integrative function can be performed by online
programs, closely related in their contents with the Russian
historical and cultural context. Providing not only a direct
learning effect — knowledge and skills, but also an indirect -
introduction to the cultural environment, they are an element
of the mechanisms of cultural integration, a socialization tool
of the Russians themselves through the formation of cultural
identity, and also as a means of adaptation of representatives
of other cultures (in particular, migrant laborers’ families) to
the Russian cultural environment.

The consideration of the model of online learning
practices shows that it is based not on the principle of
hierarchy in learning but on the idea of cooperation in a
group, which involves the formation of horizontal ties
between participants of the educational process and the
constant openness of the process. The educational online
programs due to used in them various interactive methods
can become a new "space" for social interaction for people of
the very different ages, uniting them in groups around some
kind of a significant purpose involving the receiving of the
checked (by professional experts) knowledge in
collaboration with members of the virtual community. In the
process of such interaction the horizontal social ties arise that
can form certain social competencies and generate positive
social effects - various forms of cooperation and joint
creative activity of individuals.

If we consider online learning basing on the concept of
"Learning 11" by G.Bateson as a learning of the contexts of
Learning |, interactivity and continuous peer feedback are
the specific context of this type of learning. This context is
inseparable from the process of studying the course content;
it stimulates the formation of students' specific attitudes
towards the behaviour in the learning process - the
willingness to cooperate in creating and developing of
learning product, the responsibility for the learning process,
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the readiness for peer teaching and control. To characterize
the pro-social group activities in online learning the concept
of "zone of proximal development” (L.Vygotsky) can be
applied in the interpretation used in social psychology. The
interaction of the individual with other members of the
program can result in the occurrence of specific version of
the zone of proximal development, with its educational and
socializing effect, when a group of students performs for the
individual as a supportive and conducive start for learning.

According to J. Rifkin, the development of online
learning revolutionize the whole system of education not
only in technical but also in paradigmatic aspect, forming the
subjects of the coming "Collaborative Age”. He notes that
«n the Collaborative Age, learning is regarded as a
crowdsourcing process and knowledge is treated as a
publically shared good, available to all, mirroring the
emerging definition of human behavior as deeply social and
interactive in nature. The shift from a more authoritarian
style of learning to a more lateral learning environment
better prepares today’s students to work, live, and flourish in
tomorrow’s collaborative economy»[6. P.92].

As it was mentioned, for so-called "generation Z"
(children of 2000-2005 year of birth), from an early age
included in the space of the Internet, online learning in a peer
group is the basis of its subculture. The sociological portrait
of the generation is not described with scientific rigor, but
the current teenagers are already spoken about as a
generation much more involved in the social activity than the
previous one, sharing the ideas of social solidarity and
common responsibility for the world events. If we accept of
JRifkin’s idea, we can assume that emerging in this
subculture social competences of young people are
conditioned not least by the specifics of their interaction in
the environment of online learning. Moreover, in the field of
online learning the youth are increasingly acting as
prosumers — subjects, not only consuming but also producing
a product for personal and collective use, since, as it is noted
by A.Fulford, "content can be uploaded, shared and
downloaded across the virtual word at near zero marginal
cost" [7. P.374].

Online learning can be an effective tool in the
resocialization of individuals by the way of restoring the
socially useful ties of individuals or groups in cases when
offline learning is uncomfortable or impossible. So, e-
learning can be an instrument of the solution of problems
related to the "demographic modernization” - the aging of
the population in Russia. In the next 15 years, Russia will
continue to increase the number of persons over working age,
their specific weight in the structure of the population, the
demographic load on the working population [8. P.7].The
involvement of older people in various programs of online
learning is a means of maintaining their cognitive potential
[9], prolongation of economic and social activity of the
elderly persons, especially that the indicators of computer
literacy of this cohort of the population in Russia is
constantly increasing. The possibilities of online learning in
the development of transgenerational interaction should be
noted separately — the Russian youth is actively involved in
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the development and implementation of e-learning projects
for older people as volunteers.

IV. CONCLUSION

In the modern Russian society there is an actual social
demand for the development of a national system of online
learning. The task of ensuring its effective functioning is one
of the priorities of Russian educational policy. The
development of digital educational environment will
improve the quality of the Russian education, will create
additional conditions for its integration into the world
educational space, which meets the national interests and
expectations of other subjects of education. In the socio-
cultural aspect, the value of online learning is due to the
potential of this type of education as a factor of
minimizing the risks and costs of socialization, development
of processes of social and cultural integration, re-
socialization of people of older age groups.
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